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Deaf  Sir : 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  339  of  the  Revised 

Codes.  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  Sixteenth   Biennial 

Report    of   the   Bureau    of   Child    Protection,    for  the    period    ending 
November  30,  1932. 

Respecl  fully  submitted, 

MAGGIE  SMITH  HATHAWAY, 

Secretary. 


"The  factors  preset/fed  in  the  report  on 
homeless,  neglected  and  dependent  children  rep- 
resent one  of  the  most  traffic  chapters  in  the 
depression.  These  children  must  be  protected. 
For  some  of  them  there  is  no  one  tint  social 
agencies  to  count  upon  just  now.  It  is  hard  to 
find   the   money,   but    ice   must." 

Newton  l>.  Baker. 


.  .  .  "You  see  lads  walk  the  street 
Sixty  the  minute;  what's  to  note  in  that? 
You  see  one  lad  o'erstride  a  chimney  stack; 
Jii in  must  you  wat eh— lie's  sure  to  fall,  yet  stands! 
Our  interest's  on  the  dangerous  edge  oj  things 
We  watch  white  these,  iii  equilibrium  keep 
Tht  giddy  line  midway;  one  step  aside 
They're  classed  and  (tone  with.''' 

Rob(  >t  Browning. 


,-JKj 


W1ILIL  ROGERS  SAY: 


I  am  migfhty  g-lad  so  many  people  in  America  are  taking-  up  the  children  work. 
Being-  a  Ranchman  and  Parmer,  and  also  a  child  owner.  I  have  often  wished  that 
when  one  of  my  children  g'ot  sick  I  could  wire  or  call  up  some  Government  expert 
and  have  him  come  look  after  them,  like  I  can  do  if  one  of  my  cows  or  pig's  gret 
some  disease. 

If  your  fertilizer  is  not  agreeing-  with  your  land,  the  Government  will  send  a 
specialist,  hut  if  the  food  is  not  ag-reeing  with  the  Baby,  why,  we  have  to  find  out 
what's  the  matter  ourselves,  and  lots  of  times  Parents  mean  well  hut  they  don't 
know  much. 

So  I  am  glad  that  you  people  are  interested  in  Children.  Course  they  are  a  lot 
of  trouble,  but  we  iust  don't  seem  to  be  smart  enoug-h  to  find  something  that  would 
be  less  trouble  that  woiild  replace  them. 

That's  the  only  thing-  we  are  shy  now  is  synthetic  children. 

It's  not  a  bad  idea  whoever  thoug'ht  of  doing-  something  for  the  children. 

If  it  works  and  you  improve  them  I  will  send  you  mine. 

mrtesy  for    reprint    The   Patt-nts'    Magazine. 


Report   of    the 
Bureau   of   Child   Protection 

FOR  THE  YEARS  1931-1932 


CHILD  PROTECTION  IS  CRIME  PREVENTION. 

It  is  with  pleasure  thai  we  give  an  accounl  of  our  stewardship 
during  the  pasl  two  years,  knowing,  however,  thai  the  magnitude  of 
the  work  of  this  department  cannot  be  told  in  mere  figures  -human 
lives  have  been  touched  ami  moulded,  and  only  the  years  will  reveal 
the  true  value. 

"The  stat  has  a  distinct  responsibility  to  see  that  all  of  its  chil- 
dren are  protected,  given  proper  support,  care  and  education,  and 
are  provided  with  opportunity  so  that  each  may  develop  to  his  fullest 
capacity. 

As  agents  of  the  state,  we  have  soughl  to  render  assistance 
wherever  we  have  round  children  who  were  not  protected,  who  were 
not  properly  supported,  or  who  needed  special  care  due  to  the  fact 
that  they  were  physically  or  mentally  handicapped;  and  in  the  line 
of  duty  we  have  contacted  3,103. 

Included  in  this  number  are  the  blind,  the  deaf,  the  feeble  minded, 
those  afflicted  with  epilepsy,  the  insane,  tubercular,  crippled,  de 
linquent,  and  children  dependent  and  neglected  because  of  broken 
homes,  immorality,  the  mental  incompetency  of  parents,  sickness,  acci- 
dents, premature  death,  irregular  employment,  unemployment  and  in- 
sufficient   income  when   employed. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  we  have  been  able  to  counsel 
with  parents  and  relatives  regarding  their  mentally  and  physically 
handicapped  children,  and  to  arrange  for  the  care  of  such  children 
in  institutions,  under  othei  state  supervision,  or  otherwise,  when 
deemed  advisable. 
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AT  THE  CROSSROADS. 


He  stood  :ii  the  crossroads  all  alone. 

The  sunrise  in  his  face  : 
He  had   no  thought   for  the  world   unknown, 

He  was  set  Cor  a  manly  race. 
But  tlic  road  stretched  easl  and  the  road  stretched  west, 

And  the  boy  knew  nol   which  road  was  best. 
So  he  strolled  on  the  road  thai  led  him  down. 

And  he  lost  the  race  and  the  victor's  crown. 
lie  was  caught  at   last   in  an   angry   snare. 

Because  no  one  stood  ai   the  crossroads  there 
To  show  him  the  better  road. 


Another  day  at   the  self-same   place. 

A   boy   with  high  hopes  stood  : 
He.  too.  was  set  for  a   manly  race. 

He.  too.  was  seeking  the  things  that   were  good. 
lint   one  was  there  who  the  roads  did   know 

And  that  one  showed  him  which  way  to  go  : 
So  he  turned  from  the  road  that  would  lead  him  down. 

And  he  won  the  race  and  the  victor's  crown. 
He  walks  today  the  highway  fair. 

Because   one   stood   at    the  crossroads   there. 
To  show  him  the  better  road. 


In  the  line  (if  duty  we  have  come  in  contact  with  many  children 
who  would  have  become  delinquents  had  there  not  been  a  personal 
interest  taken  in  them:  in  some  instances  parents  were  advised  to 
place  their  children  in  different  environments,  and  some  were  helped 
to  make  the  home  the  child's  opportunity  instead  of  his  stumbling 
block. 
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A  DELINQUENT  IN  THE  MAKING 

One  night  ;i   welfare  worker  from  another  state  who  was  stopping  at  one 

of  our  hotels,  noticed  a  boy  asleep  in  the  lobby  and  upon  inquiry  learned  that 
lie  had  been  there  for  several  days.  Sensing  the  situation  this  man  asked 
r..  be  directed  to  a  local  welfare  worker  and  called,  asking  for  a  conference, 
which  was  arranged.  Thinking  it  besl  not  to  question  the  lad  at  that  time 
of  night,  we  arranged  to  have  him  cared  for  and  the  next  morning  we  were 
told  that  he  represented  himself  as  being  twelve  years  of  age  and  an  orphan 
who  had  come  west  to  live  with  his  brother  who  worked  on  a  farm  near 
Helena.  A  little  investigation  raised  a  doubt  in  our  minds  as  to  the  truthful- 
ness of  the  boy's  statements.  Later  we  went  to  interview  him  and  found  him 
to  have  a  very  pleasing  appearance.  By  adroit  questioning  we  succeeded  in 
getting  him  to  tell  where  lie  came  from  and  the  name  and  address  of  his 
father,  also  that  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  then  related  the  story  of 
his  trip  from  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  to  Helena,  telling  of  well-meaning 
adults  who  picked  him  up  and  carried  him  further  from  home  in  their  auto- 
mobiles, thinking  they  were  doing  the  kid  a  good  turn  luit  who  certainly  were 
Lacking  in  good  common  sense.  And  he  told  of  others  who  had  U->\  him  at 
hotels  along  the  way  and  of  a  man  who  gave  him  a  cowboy  hat.  which  was  the 
pride  of  his  possessions.  None  of  these  people,  in  the  hundreds  of  miles  he 
traveled,  ever  seemed  to  have  questioned  the  truth  of  his  statements,  and 
none  of  them,  until  he  reached  Helena,  even  thought  of  asking  an  experienced 
welfare  worker  to  deal  with  him.  We  wired  his  father  and  within  a  few  hours 
received  a  reply,  expressing  gratitude  for  letting  them  know  about  their 
run-away  boy.  and  stated  they  would  wire  the  money  for  his  return.  The 
hoy  was  evidently  surprised  at  the  fact  that  we  had  gotten  him  to  tell  the 
truth,  for  lie  said  to  the  man  who  talked  to  him,  ".Mrs.  Hathaway  is  the 
best  detective  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  1  got  by  witli  my  story  with 
other  people  Inn  she  just  seemed  to  know."  Later,  when  we  put  him  on  the 
train,  he  said.  "Good  bye.  Mrs.  Hathaway,  you  have  been  a  good  pal  to  me. 
I  am  coming  hack  to  see  you  when  1  am  21."  A  letter  from  this  hoy's  family 
after  his  return  said,  in  part:  '"We  thank  you  for  the  great  interest  you  took 
in  David,  you  must  he  a  wonderful  woman."  Xo,  just  a  woman  who  makes 
i:  her  business  to  understand  children.  If  David  had  not  been  stopped  he. 
like  many  another  wandering  boy,  would  possibly  have  drifted  into  tin 
criminal  class. 
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DELINQUENTS 

In  some  of  the  judicial  districts,  where  there  are  no  probation 
officers,  our  deputies  have  served  in  that  capacity,  and  the  aim  has 
been  to  deal  sympathetically  and  patiently,  yet  firmly,  in  tins 
work.  l.'U  have  been  contacted.  We  have  felt  a  need  of  funds  with 
which  to  pay  board  for  some  of  this  group  who  could  adjust  in  a 
different  home  or  community  outside  of  an  institution. 

In  dealing  with  the  dependent  and  neglected  children,  recog- 
nizing that  the  sense  of  belonging  is  a  fundamental  need  in  every 
child's  life,  our  policy  has  been  to  keep  families  together  when  "we 
have  found  harmony  between  the  parents  and  children  are  wisely 
loved,  however  great  may  be  some  neighbor's  disapproval  of  the 
cat  asleep  on  the  bed.  or  disorder  in  the  kitchen".  Sometimes  this 
has  been  accomplished  by  securing  financial  aid  or  getting  employ- 
ment for  the  bread  winner. 

At  other  times  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  give  close  and 
continued  supervision  over  the  home  for  a  long  period.  Sometimes 
we  have  become  "courts  of  domestic  relations"  aiding  parents  in 
the  adjustment  of  their  difficulties.  In  some  cases  we  have  found 
it  necessary  to  cite  parents  into  court,  this  has  been  particularly 
true  of  the  cases  of  wilful  non-support. 

At  other  times,  after  most  careful  consideration,  as  we  know  it 
is  a  serious  matter  to  relieve  parents  of  parental  responsibility,  we 
realized  that  the  only  solution,  keeping  the  children  in  mind,  was  to 
ask  for  the  removal  of  children  from  the  custody  of  the  parents  by 
court  order  and  this  was  done. 

Following  are  the  four  types  of  placements  made  for  the  chil- 
dren who  could  not  be  cared  for  in  their  own  homes,  given  in  the 
order  of  their  importance: 

Relatives — When  seeking  homes  for  children  we  have  first  sought 
out  the  relatives,  and  have  thus  been  most  fortunate  in  finding  good 
homes  for  222. 

Foster  homes — We  have  been  successful  in  finding  the  next  best 
substitute  for  the  family  home,  or  that  of  relatives,  in  the  free  foster 
homes,  in  which  we  have  found  places  for  150. 

Hoarding  homes — In  some  counties  the  commissioners  have  made 
it  possible  to  board  children  in  family  homes  until  adjustment  could 
be  made.  This  is  an  ideal  plan  for  the  child  of  normal  mentality 
and  we  wish  the  service  could  be  more  generally  extended — it  is 
used  almost  exclusively  in  some  states,  there  being  a  state  fund  to 
match  the  county  fund  to  defray  the  cost. 

Orphanages — We  have  had  sent  to  orphanages  117  children. 
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VALUE  OF   EXPERIENCED   WORKER   IN  AVERTING 
MATRIMONIAL  SHIPWRECK 

One  morning  by  special  request  we  wenl  n>  have  a  conference  with  the 
county  officials  in  ;i  county  where  we  had  made  some  investigations.  As  we 
entered  the  office  we  heard  a  man  request  ;i  loan  with  which  to  purchase 
tickets  for  himself  and  three  children  that  he  might  return  to  a  distant  state 
from  which  they  had  come  a  few  years  previously.  He  was  asked  why  he  was 
not  including  his  wife  and  be  replied  that  she  did  not  wish  to  go.  Our  sense 
of  values  prompted  us  to  ask  If  we  might  have  a  private  interview  with  the 
man,  the  request  was  granted  and  the  interview  revealed  that  there  were 
three  children  concerned,  that  until  a  few  months  before  the  father  had  been 
able  to  provide  and  they  were  all  happy,  but  he  had  lost  his  regular  job  and 
had  to  be  away  from  home  in  order  to  secure  the  little  work  be  could  find 
and  in  his  absence  his  wife  bad  gone  ro  dances  and  had  become  infatuated 
with  a  man  who  did  nut  have  a  good  reputation.  On  inquiry  of  men  in  the 
court  house,  who  knew  this  husband,  we  were  informed  That  he  was  a  hard- 
working, honest  man.  true  to  bis  wife,  and  that  she  had  tie  just  reason  for 
her  attitude  toward  him.  We  then  suggested  that  it  might  be  worth  while 
for  us  to  interview  her  but  before  we  left  the  court  house  papers  were  served 
on  him  in  a  divorce  charge,  accusing  him  of  cruelty.  We  proceeded  on  out- 
way  and  found  This  woman  in  the  home  of  the  mother  of  the  •'other  man'*. 
(»n  suggestion  the  husband  kept  in  the  background  while  we  interviewed  the 
wife,  in  an  endeavor  to  show  her  what  refusal  to  go  with  the  children  and 
their  father  would  mean.  that,  after  all.  the  children  had  a  right  to  considera- 
tion, that  they  were  entitled  to  the  love  and  care  of  both  parents,  that  they  need 
ed  her.  She.  foruna tely.  was  impressed  and.  using  a  woman's  perogative.  she 
changed  her  mind.  We  then  went  to  where  the  husband  was  waiting  and 
with  tears  streaming  down  his  cheeks  he  said.  ".lane,  you  know  I  have  been 
good  to  you.  that  I  love  you  and  have  been  true  to  you.  and  1  raise  my  right 
hand  and  swear  I  will  do  my  best  to  provide  for  you  and  make  you  and 
the  children  happy."  The  next  day  we  saw  them  off  to  their  old  borne  and 
since  then  we  have  had  word  that  all   is  well. 

The  fact  That  if  is  our  business  To  sense  such  situations,  to  diag- 
nosis and  apply  remedies  made  possible  the  righl  adjustment,  to  have 
loaned  That  man  money  and  let  him  and  the  children  go  away  would 
have  been  tragical,  for  it  would  have  meant  a  broken  home.  The 
other  man  in  the  case  would  have  wrecked  the  woman's  life  by  di  - 
einp:  her  down  to  his  low  morals  and  the  children  would  have  b< 
motherless.     Many  similar  cases  have  been  dealt   with  by   us. 

MOTHER  KEEPS  HER  CHILDREN 

A  county  attorney  was  arranging  to  send  five  children  to  the  state 
orphanage.  We  happened  to  be  in  that  county  on  other  business  and 
were  called  into  consultation.  An  elderly  man  who  was  interested  in  the 
family   told    us    that    he   had    persuaded    the   widowed    mother    that    it    would    oe 

better   to   put    the   children   in   the   state   home   where   they   would    he   cared   for 


12  SIXTEENTH  BIENNIAL,  REPORT 

until  they  had  finished  high  school.  We  requested  time  to  make  an  investi- 
gation and  found  this  little  woman  in  a  small  town,  living  in  her  own  home, 
which  was  immaculately  kepi  and  that  her  children  were  well  clot  lied,  healthy 
and  that  the  oldest,  a  boy  of  eleven,  who  had  been  with  his  father's  sister 
tor  a  year,  was  to  return  them  shortly;  that  the  people  of  the  community  were 
interested  and  helpful,  that  the  mother  took  most  excellent  care  of  her  chil- 
dren, whom  she  loved  very  dearly  and  that  her  reputation  was  of  the  very 
best.  We  also  found  that  the  man  who  had  advised  her  to  send  the  children 
lo  tlie  orphanage  was  a  tax  payer  and  that  he  and  one  other  man  were  con- 
cerned because  this  woman  had  bought  some  things  out  of  her  mother's  pen- 
sion allowance  which  they  considered  extravagant  (For  that  matter  we  were 
of  the  same  opinion).  So  these  men  thought  they  would  get  the  children 
where  the  state  would  bear  the  expense,  but  they  failed  to  consider  the  rights 
ot  the  children  to  a  mother's  care  and  her  right  to  have  her  children  with 
her — the  fact  that  sharing  together  was  building  character.  Neither  did  they 
sense  the  difference  in  cost — the  mother  was  caring  for  the  family  on  .S4'i 
a  month  :  at  the  state  orphanage  the  cost  per  month  would  have  been  $125.00, 
and  for  the  year.  $1,500.00.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  children  were 
left  in  care  of  the  mother.  She  was  willing  to  make  use  of  a  well  worked 
out  inexpensive  diet  list,  which  we  sent  her.  and  reports  that  it  has  been  mosl 
helpful. 

MOTHER  PROTECTED  WITH   HER  CHILDREN 

<  tne  woman,  with  two  children,  was  divorced.  The  father  failed  to  sup- 
port and  she  went  to  another  county  where  she  became  interested  in  another 
man  who  was  placed  in  jail.  The  sheriff  demanded  that  we  take  the  children 
and  send  them  to  the  state  orphanage.  Instead,  after  an  investigation,  we 
insisted  that  the  court  order  to  support  the  children  be  enforced  and  the 
father  compelled  to  pay.  We  then  advised  the  woman  to  return  to  her  own  coun- 
tv   where  she  had   a    good   reputation   and   gel    work.     This   was  done. 
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BUREAU  PLACEMENTS  A  SAVING  TO  TAXPAYERS 

Placed  in   foster  homes  L50 

Of  this  Dumber,  those  taken  dired   from  state  orphanage  25 

Placed,  instead  of  being  committed  to  orphanage  125 

It'  the  placemenl  of  one  child  is  worth  one  hundred  dollars, 
the  value  fixed  by  our  of  our  law  making  bodies,  then  the 
Bureau  lias  earned  Tor  the  state  in  this  service  alone         $15,000.00 

The  free  home  care  for  these  children  for  just  our  year, 
based  on  the  cosl  at  the  state  orphanage,  which  is  $25  per 
month  per  child,  saved  the  state  $45,000.00 

PLACEMENTS  WITH  RELATIVES 

Arrangements  were  made  by  the  Bureau  to  send  twenty-two 
children,  costing  the  state  $550.00  per  month,  from  the  state  orphan- 
age to  relatives  out  of  the  state.  With  one  exception  the  interesl 
of  those  relatives   had   to  be   solicited. 

Many  of  the  additional  200  children   placed   with   relatives,  due 
to  the  diligence  of  the   Bureau   workers,  would   otherwise   have   he 
come   public  charges,   for  often    relatives   must   he   urged   to  assume 
their  responsibility,  and    in   some  instances  compelled  to  do  so. 

CHILD  PLACEMENT 

"'A    father  of   the   fatherless  ami   a    (*od   (f(   the   widows   i<   (Jod    in    his  holy 
habitation"   says  the   Psalmist,  and   he  continues,  ••<;<><|   sotteth   the  solitary   in 

fa  mi  ties." 

Putting  ourselves  in  the  place  of  Providence  we  have  assumed  a 
most  sacred  obligation  as  we  have  selected  children  of  normal  men 
tality  that  we  have  entrusted  To  the  care  of  foster  parents,  knowing 
that  such  homes  are  the  best  substitute  for  the  natural  home.  In 
all  cases  care  has  been  taken  to  find  not  only  a  home  which  may  be 
suitable  for  some  child  but  the  home  that  is  best  suited  to  the  needs 
of  the  particular  child.  Children  of  normal  mentality  with  no  hope 
of  being  returned  to  family  groups  were  placed  in  environments  that 
gave  assurance  that  they  would  he  happy  and  he  given  a  chance  to 
develop  their  capacities.  We  have  not  offered  the  children  whosi 
mentality  was  below  normal,  nor  those  whose  family  mental  historj 
is  not  good.  Placing  children  in  families  is  not  only  the  natural 
method   hut    by   far  the   most   economical. 

We  have  adhered  to  our  policy  to  place  "A  child  in  an  environ- 
ment where  the  religious  traditions  of  his  own  family  will  be  con- 
served, and  where  he  will  he  trained  in  the  religious  life  and  duties 
of  his  part  icular  faith." 
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With  kin.  Knowing  thai  blood  is  thicker  than  water,  That  little 
children  have  a  mighty  pull  upon  the  heartstrings  of  their  relatives. 
we  have  fell  it  our  duty  to  utilize  that  pull  whenever  it  was  proper 
in  do  so,  rather  than  to  call  upon  strangers  or  the  public.  As  a  re- 
sult, we  have  found,  after  careful  investigation,  relatives,  sometimes 
in  a  distant  state,  others  within  the  state,  who  had  not  been  aware 
of  the  situation  and  were  willing  to  assume  responsibility  for  the 
homeless  little   ones. 

222  children  have  been  places  with  such  relatives,  twenty-two  of 
these  were  sent  by  the  Bureau  arrangement  to  relatives  direct  from 
our  state  orphanage. 

Four  motherless  children,  the  oldest  a  girl  of  eight,  with  a  drunken  father 
who  refused  to  allow  the  mother's  relatives  to  have  them,  were  committed 
to  the  state  orphanage.  As  the  year  drew  to  a  eluse  the  father  suffered  a 
stroke  of  paralysis  and  was  sen;  t<.  Warm  Springs.  A  correspondence  was 
begun  with  the  relatives  of  the  mother  in  Idaho,  and  after  assurances  Thar 
they  were  reliable,  we  took  the  children  to  them,  the  paternal  grandfather 
defraying  the  expense.  The  ehildrens"  uncle  met  us  and  in  conference  he  told 
us  that  he  planned  to  keep  the  hoys  of  the  group  and  that  a  neighbor  would 
lake  the  uirls.  Later  as  we  were  waiting  for  the  train  at  the  station  the 
little  four  year  old  girl  went  rinse  to  her  uncle  and  he  took  her  on  his  lap. 
The  older  sister  could  not  resist — she.  too.  wanted  to  be  loved,  and  moved 
to  his  side  and  took  his  hand.  The  appeal  was  not  lust  for  he  took  her  on 
his  other  knee.  After  a  lime,  looking  at  us  over  their  heads,  he  said:  "I  see 
where  we  keep  the  four."  These  children  were  bright  and  attractive  and 
could  easily  lure  been  placed  with  strangers,  but.  truly,  this  was  the  better  way. 

ADOPTIONS. 

Realizing  thai  it  is  a  protection  to  children  to  bo  legally  adopted. 
we  have  urged  foster  parents  to  adopt,  particularly  when  taking  the 
small  children.  Reports  from  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  different 
counties  show  that  74  orders  of  adoption  have  been  issued,  where 
consent  was  given  by  the  Bureau. 

Boys 39        ruder  2  years  of  age .59 

<rirls  35        Between  2  years  and  6  years 7 

Older  than  6  years  8 

RECORDS. 

The  records  of  children  are  carefully  filed  in  our  office  and 
the  records  of  all  children  placed  in  foster  homes,  by  whatever  or- 
ganization or  individual,  should  also  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  State 
Bureau.  Children  are  entitled  to  this.  One  lad  of  eighteen,  when 
put  in  touch  with  his  older  brother  and  sister,  wrote:  "It  makes 
a  fellow  feel  happy  to  know  he  is  not  alone  in  the  world,  that  he 
lias  some  folks  " 
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ILLEGITIMACY— MATERNITY  HOMES 


Legal  power  is  granted  the  secretary  of  this  bureau  to  make 
commitment  to  any  institution  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  aiding 
erring  girls  to  do  right,  provided  thai  such  institution  has  qualified 
for  thf  reception  of  such  <rirls  by  filing  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  Slate  a  statemenl  to  the  effect  that  it  is  an  institution  of  such 
character.  The  Florence  Crittenton  Home  is  the  only  such  insti- 
tution so  qualified  that  is  devoted  to  the  care  of  the  unmarried 
mother,  consequently  our  commitments  of  this  type  arc  to  this  in- 
stitution. These  are  made  on  a  voluntary  petition  signed  by  the 
one  wishing  admittance.  Occasionally  a  parent  is  asked  to  join 
in   signing  the  petition. 

Fifty-seven    girls    have    been    committed    to    the    Florence    Crit- 
tenton Home  during  the  pasl   biennium.     And   in  our  investigations 

of  the  children  born  out  of  wedlock  and  their  mothers,  we  find 
that  2--.;''  were  under  15  years  of  age;  38^?  between  sixteen  and 
seventeen;  -!!>';;''  were  between  eighteen  and  twenty;  ID',,'  were 
between  twenty-one  and  twenty-nine,  thus  revealing  the  fact  thai 
74-;.,'  <  of  them  are  wry  young,  the  type  most  in  need  of  protec 
tion,  wise  guidance  and  proper  training,  which,  if  provided,  would 
make  it  possible  for  many  of  them  to  reconstruct  their  lives,  to  have 
instilled  higher  ideals  ami  to  prepare  to  take  their  places,  oner  more, 
in  society  as  worthy,  useful  members;  and  just  as  truly,  if  this  i- 
not  done,  many  will  lie  crushed,  defeated  and  possibly  become  out- 
easts  and  the  future  hold  little  promise  for  them.  So.  we  have  been 
glad  to  direct  girls  to  this  Florence  Crittenton  Home,  the  only  ma- 
ternity home  qualified  under  our  law  in  this  state  and  inspected 
and  approved  by  our  bureau  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
Section  1 12288.  (We  sincerely  wish  this  requirement  might  be  ap- 
plied to  all  maternity  homes.:  And  we  are  pleased  to  report  that 
there  is  such  a  well-managed  home  to  which  girls  may  be  sent  for 
care  during  the  most  trying  times  of  their  lives.  "Work  with  un- 
married mothers"is  the  type  of  case  work  requiring  long  and  pa- 
tient treatment  as  well  as  elaborate  diagnosis  and  keen  evaluation, 
and  this  is  given  in  a  most  sympathetic,  understanding  ami  m 
efficient  manner  by  those  in  charge.  It  being  not  only  our  duty  but 
our  pleasure,  we  have  kept  in  close  touch  and  have  come  to  know 
many  of  the  girls.  We  find  that  while  the  general  policy  is  not  to 
consent  to  the  separation  of  mother  and  child,  that  there  are  times 
when  this  is  advisable  but  it  is  done  only  after  careful  considera- 
tion of  tile  ace  of  the  girl,  her  traits  of  character,  her  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility, the  attitude  of  her  family  and  their  ability  to  a--  • 
her  spiritually  and  morally  as  well  as  financially,  the  living  arrange 
ments  which  it  will  be  possible  for  her  to  make  ami  the  ability  t<> 
support   herself  and  child.     If.  after  weighing  the  matter  carefully, 
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the  girl  decides  it  will  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  child  and  her- 
self, she  is  asked  to  stay  with  the  child  for  three  months  (unless 
there  are  very  imperative  reasons  for  not  doing  so)  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  the  girl  is  taken  into  court  where  custody  of 
the  child  is  given  to  the  bureau  for  placement  and  adoption.  -'Id 
babies  have  been  taken  in  this  way. 

As  a  rub1  girls  are  encouraged  to  keep  their  babies,  and  helped 
to  plan  for  them:  some  have  remained  at  the  Home  for  several 
years,  aiding  in  the  care  of  their  children  while  attending  school 
or  taking  special  training  to  fit  themselves  to  become  self-supporting; 
some  have  been  helped  financially  by  the  Loan  Fund  so  that  they 
could  take  nurse  training,  go  on  to  institutions  of  higher  learning 
or  to  prepare  for  specialized  work.  One  girl  who  was  the  victim 
of  her  own  father  is  caring  for  her  child  in  a  distant  state,  highly 
respected  in  her  church  group  and  a  competent  office  woman;  others 
have  done  equally  well — because  some  one  cared;  they  had  not 
drifted  into  a  "maternity  home"  to  be  thrust  out  immediately  after 
the  birth  of  the  child. 


Some  girls  have  been  aided  in  adjusting  their  troubles  and 
marriages  have  been  arranged  but  only  after  the  decision  has  been 
reached  that  such  a  step  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  mother  and 
child. 

L930-1932 

Girls   received   -119        Returned   without   babies  ..13 

Children  born  ...  81        Work  secured  for 6 

Returned  to  home  with  babies     40   Married V2 

OTHER  ILLEGITIMATES 

Some  of  our  best  hospitals  have  asked  our  workers  to  make  in- 
vestigations and  to  take  babies  of  this  class  and  it  has  been  done. 

MATERNITY  HOMES 

We  have  reports  of  such  homes  in  this  state  that  would  rate  them 
as  places  of  barter,  where  little  or  no  attention  is  paid  as  to  what  is 
best  for  the  mother  and  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  child — any- 
where, to  get  rid  of  it.  and  few  of  these  babies  are  adopted,  possibly 
because  the  courts  would  no1  approve.  Copies  of  records  of  adoption 
from  the  offices  of  the  elerks  of  eourt  in  the  various  counties  prove 
this  assertion. 

REMEDY 

This  is  unjusl  to  innocent  little  children  and  should  be  stopped 
by  a  lav  requiring  that  all  maternity  homes  in  the  state  shall  be  li- 
censed and  subject  to  inspection. 
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PROVING  PATERNITY 

This  should  he  made  easier  in  Montana,  for  the  ordeal  of  testify 
ing  in  siu-h  cases  is  so  severe  i  hai  few  girls  v\  ill  endure  it.  The  general 
public  should  be  excluded  in  such  hearings.  The  action  to  determine 
paternity  is  not  criminal  in  substance,  it  seeks  to  establish  a  status 
and  is  therefore  civil  in  its  essential  purpose.  For  this  reason  the 
constitutional  guaranty  of  a  public  trial  should  not  apply.  The 
fathers  should  not  escape  their  just  share  of  responsibility. 

MOTHERS  PENSIONS 

The  mother's  pension  system  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  findings 
of  the  first  White  House  Conference  called  by  President  Etoosevell  in 
1909,  and  the  wisdom  of  this  plan  for  the  caring  of  children  meets 
with  the  approval  of  all  who  have  given  it  careful  consideration. 

That  a  good  mother  is  the  right  person  to  care  for  her  child  is  evi- 
dent and  no  child  should  be  deprived  of  such  care  anil  the  love  and 
security  that  affection  brings  merely  because  of  poverty.  The  relief 
should  be  given  intelligently  and  after  careful  investigation,  and  in 
some  cases  where  necessary,  under  the  supervision  of  skilled  workers. 

And  the  best  of  it  is.  that  what  is  best  for  the  child  and  the  mother 
is  also  best  for  The  taxpayers  as  a  study  of  the  report  which  follows 
will  show. 

(These  statistics  were  secured  from  the  offices  of  the  Clerk  and 
Recorder  of  the  various  counties  of  Montana,  and  forwarded  to  .Miss 
Grace  Abbott  of  the  Children's  Bureau,  Washington.  1).  ('..  from 
which  the  tables  were  prepared.) 
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FEEBLE-MINDED 

We  have  investigated  25]  cases  of  feeble  mindedness  and  of 
this  number  88  have  been  committed  to  the  institution  at  Boulder, 
and  recommendations  made  to  commit  an  additional  number.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  limited  room  al  the  state  school  for  this 
class  we  have  sought  to  have  only  those  sent  that  are  more  apt  to 
become  a  social  menace  in  their  home  communities,  these  coming 
largely  from  the  moron  group,  as  they  are  likely  to  marry  and  re- 
produce, or  have  illegitimate  children,  as  feeble  minded  women  are 
easy  prey  to  unprincipled  men.  Neither  the  idiot  nor.  to  any  extent. 
the  low  grade  imbecile  endangers  society;  this  class  may  be  safe- 
guarded in  the  home  as  may  some  of  the  higher  grades  that  can  he 
protected  and  controlled  by  the  relatives.  In  these  eases  recom- 
mendations have  not  been  made  for  commitment  unless  there  were 
other  children  in  the  home  who  would  be  hurt  if  the  subnormal  one 
remained. 

The  problem  of  our  feeble  minded  is  one  that  should  have  mosl 
careful  consideration  ami  we  deem  d  vitally  important  that  the  at 
tention  of  those  in  authority  in  our  government — lawmakers,  school 
trustees,  teacher  and  parents-  be  called  to  the  necessity  of  studying 
with  us  some  of  these  problems  to  the  end  that  something  may  be  done 
that  will  make  possible  better  training  facilities  in  special  classes  in 
the  public  schools,  and  closer  supervision  in  the  communities  of  the 
more  stable  mental  defectives  not  considered  of  the  institutional  type, 
that  there  may  be  additional  provision  for  those  who  need  state  care 
and  that  the  public  may  be  better  informed  as  to  the  remedies  that 
may  be  applied  to  lessen  the  burden  that  this  class  places  on  society. 

To  this  end  we  wish  again  to  call  attention  to  the  estimated 
number  of  this  class  in  Montana.  The  White  House  Conference  com- 
mitter of  the  Mentally  Handicapped  reckons  the  proportion  at  not 
—  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent  and  not  more  than  two  per  cent  of 
the  total  population,  using  the  lower  one  half  of  one  per  cent,  and 
our  population  as  of  the  last  census,  ~>:;7.tiM6.  would  make  at  least 
2.688  feeble  minded  in  Montana,  and  tins  figure  is  undoubtedly  far 
below  the  actual  number.  It  is  important  that  we  keep  in  mind  that 
it  is  generally  recognized  that  about  two-thirds  of  the  cases  of  feeble- 
mindedness are  inherited.  Dr.  Karl  Pearsons  says:  '-stress  is  laid 
on  heredity  as  chief  cause  of  mental  defect,  with  syphilis,  alcohol 
and  other  blood  poisons  contributory."'  And  further  it  is  equally 
important  thai  we  recognize  what  Dr.  Richard  Cabot,  of  Boston,  after 
extensive  study,  was  forced  to  recognize  "That  the  feeble  minded 
child  will  never  rise  beyond  a  very  low  point  in  the  economic  scale'', 
and  on  the  purely  psychological  side  one  can  predict  his  entire 
unteachabilitv  bevond  a  definite  limit  and.  one  might  add.  "A  great 
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deal  aboul  his  moral  future."     h  is  well  known  to  whal  sexual  dan 
gers  and  temptations  he  is  exposed  bu1  ool  so  well  known  is  the  fol- 
lowing statemenl  of  an  authority  on  the  subject,  John  Lewis  <;illin 
"No  amount  of  education  or  good  environmenl   can  change  a   feeble  minded 
dividual  into  a  norma]  one  an\   more  than  it  < - <- 1 1 1  change  a  red  haired  -»<>«- k  in:" 
a   black  haired  stock." 

This  class  constitutes  one  of  the  great  economic  burdens  of  our 

civilization.  Prof  Elwood,  of  the  University  of  Missouri,  found  that 
one  half  of  the  almshouse  population  was  mentally  defective.  A  con 
servative  estimate  is  that  one-sixth  to  one  third  of  dependent  chil- 
dren and  inmates  of  county  hospitals  ate  below  normal  mentality. 
In  our  investigations  we  have  found  families  where  father,  mother 
and  children  were  in  the  moron  class. 

Since  1918  one  family  of  this  class  has  cost  one  county  in  .Montana,  ami 
the  state,  over  $10,000.  and  the  end  is  not  yet  for  the  father  is  now  in  the 
county  hospital,  being  cared  for  at  a  cost  of  at  least  s:;o  a  month,  and  two 
of  the  younger  children  are  at  the  state  orphanage,  costing  the  tax  payers 
sr.o  a  month  for  their  care.  One  of  the  latter  is  soon  to  lie  transferred  to 
the  Boulder  institution,  where  she  will  undoubtedly  be  kepi  for  the  remainder 
of  her  life.  The  oldest  gir]  of  this  family  is  a  common  prostitute,  and  the 
mother  is  at  present  living  with  a  man  to  whom  -he  is  not   married. 

Another  family  of  subnormal  mentality  has  cost  two  counties  in  which 
they  have  lived  $2,500.  The  oldest  boy  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary  and  a 
younger  brother  to  the  hoys'  industrial  school  at  Miles  City.  The  oldest  girl. 
a  suspected  victim  of  her  father,  died  of  septic  poisoning  when  hut  sixteen 
years  of  age,  .and  the  younger  girl  has  been  in  one  of  our  correctional  in- 
stitutions for  four  years,  costing  the  county  and  state  over  $1,000. 

There  are  many  similar  families  in  Montana  and  the  cost  is  in- 
creasing and   will   continue  to  increase  unless  something   is  done. 

While  it  is  true  that  a  certain  per  cent  id'  morons  make  good, 
more  especially  those  who  have  had  special  training  and  are  under 
supervision,  yet  the  fact  remains  that  many  drift  into  the  pauper 
class,  moving  from  shack  to  hovel,  dirty,  with  nnkempl  children, 
poorly  fed.  that  never  have  a  L'ghost  of  a  chance"  to  make  good 
hut    who   do   go   on    and    increase    their    kind. 

THE  PAUPER  TYPE 

Upon  request  of  a  county  nurse  we  went   to  oi f  our  counties  to  make  an 

investigation  regarding  the  mental  condition  of  a  woman  in  the  county  hos- 
pital. We  were  surprised  to  find  thai  her  mentality  did  not  seemingly  exceed 
that  of  a  child  of  eight,  thai  she  had  given  birth  to  tune  children,  seven  of 
whom  were  living.  The  next  day  we  drove  85  miles  to  see  the  children  and 
found  them  living  in  a  shack  with  few  of  the  necessities  of  life,  one  bed. 
children  in  garments  that  barely  covered  their  bodies,  the  place  filthy  and 
with  little  food  in  the  house.  The  oldest  was  a  girl  of  eleven,  the  young 
fourteen    months.      The    father    was    absent    but    the    following    day    he    drove 
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into  town  and  we  discussed  the  situation  and  ii  was  suggested  to  him  thai 
his  wife  had  better  go  to  the  Boulder  institution  after  the  birth  of  her  baby, 
thai  she  was  not  fit  mentally  to  have  children  or  to  care  for  such  n  large 
family.  He  agreed,  saying  he  had  known  something  was  wrong  with  her. 
that  he  had  to  slap  her  to  "make  her  mind,"  and  that  he  knew  it  would  be 
impossible  for  him  to  give  the  children  proper  care  and  that  they  should  be 
sent  to  the  state  orphanage  until  matters  could  be  adjusted.  Later  the  mother 
and  a  daughter  of  eight  were  sent  to  the  institution  for  the  feeble  minded 
and  the  other  children  to  the  state  orphanage.  Since  that  time  a  mental 
test  has  been  given  to  five  of  them  and  hut  one  was  found  to  he  of  normal 
mentality;  two  are  of  the  Boulder  type  and  will  he  transferred  to  the  insti- 
tution there. 

The  following'  figures  from  the  three  correctional  institutions  m 
the  state  for  delinquent  boys  and  girls  are  most  significant,  particu- 
larly when  we  take  into  consideration  the  small  proportion  of  the 
general  population  in  the  grade  below  normal. 

Miles  City  Industrial  School  for  Boys : 

"Practically  fifty  per  cent  id'  the  hoys  in  our  school  are  under  normal 
mentality:  about   ten  per  cent  of  these  should  he  at   the  Boulder  school." 

Vocational  School  for  Girls.  Helena: 

"Below  normal,  forty-eight  per  cent  of  those  in  the  grades,  three  per 
cent  of  which  should  have  been  sent  to  Boulder,  and  three  per  cent  belong 
at   Warm   Springs." 

House  of  Good  Shepherd,  Helena  : 

"Below    normal,    thirty-four   pel'   cent." 

At    the  state  penitentiary    \i'<    have   not    finished  the  8th  grade. 

The  findings  of  the  White  House  Conference  Committee  are  that 

"Mentally  defective  persons  are  frequently  involved  in  anti-social  behavior. 
A  proportion  id"  mentally  deficient  persons  appreciably  greater  than  that 
usually  estimated  for  the  general  population  is  to  he  found  among  the  in- 
mates  of   penal    and   correctional    institutions." 

THE  POTENTIAL  CRIMINAL 

While  making  an  investigation  in  one  id'  our  cities  our  attention  was  called 
to  a  young  man  whom  the  mothers  in  the  neighborhood  feared  might  barm 
their  little  .uirls.  As  he  appeared  on  the  street  we  accosted  him  and  very 
soon  decided  that  the  proper  place  for  him  was  in  an  institution.  After  a 
conference  with  his  father  and  an  older  brother  arrangements  were  made 
for  his  care  at  Boulder.  The  brother  i hanked  us  and  said.  "I  have  been 
afraid  for  some  time  that  X  would  commit  sonic  awful  crime  but  1  could  not 
get    father  to   realize   the  conditions." 
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CRIME. 

Five   years   ago   an    investigation    of   u    family    revealed    thai    the   pan 
and   children   were   all    seeininglj    feeble    minded,   und    we    filed   a    petition 
have   the   older  children   committed   to   the    Boulder   school.     The    father, 
did  eke   out   an   existence    for   the   family,    objected   and   succeeded    in   getting 
some  neighbors  of  maudlin   sentimenl    to   back    liim   up,  and    the   petition   was 
denied.     The  past  year  this  man  lias  confessed  to  the  crime  of  incest   againsl 
his   own    little   daughter   of    fourteen,    and    lie    was    senl    to    the   penitentia 
Again  we  filed  a  petition   to  bave  the  older  children  senl   to  Boulder  and  the 
little   victim,  alone,   was  committed.      1'ussihly   another   tragedy    will    occur   be 
fore    the    other    children    are    given    proper    can'.      This    is    nut     a     closed    case 
with   us   and    we  shall   not    he   satisfied   until   all    the  children   are   in    the   insti- 
tution  where   society    will    have   the   assurance   that    out    of   this   group    will    not 
come   more   who   are   feeble   minded,   or   criminals. 

Another  father  objected  to  having  his  children  committed  result,  a  son 
who  is  an  imbecile  is  the  father  of  two  babies  horn  to  his  sisters,  one  of 
them   not   yet    fourteen   years   of  age. 

These    people    are    not     responsible    but    society    is    and    society    should    - 
that    they    are    put    under   supervision    before    a    tragedy    is   committed      the    ob- 
jections  of  parents   should   have   no  weight    in    these   matters. 

In   summing    up    we    respectfully    submit    the    following    recom- 
mendations : 

I.     Provision  for  ;i  state-wide  survey  of  the  feeble  minded. 

li.     Additional  room  to  be  provided  al    the  state  school.     Pour 
hundred  twenty-five  is  the  present  capacity. 

III.  Special   occupational   training   in   our   public   schools   for   the 

higher  type  and  to  supplement  this,  state  provision  for  those 
of  this  class  not  provided  for  in  local  communities.  And, 
in  addition,   community   supervision. 

IV.  Prevention   by   segregation  and   sterilization. 

NEW   LAW   NEEDED. 

Montana   hits   no   law   making   it    possible   to   send,   against    their 
will,  paupers  and  defectives  who  drift  into  the  state,  back  to  where 
they  legally  belong.     California   requires  a   residence  of  three  years 
before  an  individual  is  entitled  to  the  right  to  claim  public  assistance, 
and  each  session  of  its  Legislature  appropriates  a  definite  sum  to  he 
used  in  returning  transient   indigents   to  their  places  of  legal   r<  s 
deuce.     Montana  requires  six  months  residence  in  a  county  in  order 
to   secure   assistance,   except    in    emergencies,    but    there    is    no   sti 
regulation  fixing  a  definite  time  of  residence.     In  these  days  of  drift 
ing  and  shifting  of  responsibility    we  feel  thai   there  is  need  of  a  law 
that  will  protect    the  taxpayers  of  the  state,   making   it    possible   to 
place  financial  burdens  whore  they  rightly  belong,  and  yet   work  no 
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hardship  upon  the  unfortunate  individuals  whom  we  recognize  should 
be  deall  with  kindly  and  intelligently. 

As  an  illustration  we  cal]  attention  to  a  family  that  was  having 
excellent  care  in  ideal  surroundings  for  their  mental  type  in  the  state 
from  which  they  came,  bu1  here  they  are,  to  be  eared  for  and  eventu- 
ally placed  in  the  same  type  of  institution  in  this  state.  The  parents 
are  mentally  incompetent  and  therefore  unable  to  provide  for  them- 
selves or  give  even  proper  physical  care  to  their  children.  This  is 
the  story : 

In  April.  1930,  a  man  of  63  who  had  never  been  in  Montana  before, 
brought  his  son.  daughter-in-law  and  their  five  children,  ranging  from  two 
to  eight  years,  to  this  state,  and  after  ten  days  left  them  in  one  of  our 
counties  to  shift  for  themselves  The  son  is  a  victim  of  epilepsy  in  its  worst 
form,  unable  to  work.  The  mother  of  the  small  children  is  of  low  mentality, 
which  incapacitates  her  as  n  wage  earner,  so  they  have  become  subjects  of 
charity.  A  local  woman  took  it  upon  herself  to  see  that  this  family  was  fed. 
A  short  time  later  we  were  called  upon  to  make  an  investigation  and  learned 
the  facts  as  to  the  mentality  of  the  parents.  We  were  also  informed  that  the 
mother  had  been  in  an  institution  for  the  feeble  minded  when  a  child,  that 
the  mother  of  the  father  of  this  group  had  been  a  victim  of  epilepsy,  and 
thai  an  incompetent  brother  and  his  family  were  being  kept  by  the  county 
in  the  state  from  which  these  people  came.  We  visited  the  father,  who  had 
brought  them  to  .Montana,  and  found  him  working  for  his  hoard  in  an- 
other county,  hoping  to  get  him  to  return  this  family,  hut  he  had  disposed 
of  his  old  car  and  was  without  means.  He  told  us  that  the  son  and  his  en- 
tire family  had  been  in  an  institution  for  the  feeble  minded,  that  the  parents 
had  been  sterilized,  that  he  was  told  he  could  take  them  out  if  lie  would  pro- 
vide for  them.  So  they  were  turned  over  to  him.  Later  we  wrote  the  super- 
intendent  of  the  institution,  who  confirmed  the  statement.  We  then  took  tip 
[he  return  of  this  family  with  the  county  from  which  they  had  been  com- 
mitted in  the  other  state,  and  they  reported  that  they  did  not  wish  them  to 
return,  to  again  become  public  burdens  in  their  community  and  that  they  con- 
sidered the  parents  as  of  the  institutional  type,  so  we  appealed  to  the  judge 
in  that  state  who  had  made  the  original  commitment  and  he,  recognizing  the 
fact  that  the  responsibility  belonged  in  his  state,  recommitted  the  family  and 
we  arranged  for  charity  rates  to  return  them  but  to  our  disgust  they  refused 
to  go.  stating  a  lawyer  told  them  thai  no  one  could  force  them  to  leave  Mon- 
tana. We  went  to  the  lawyer  and  he  said  he  had  told  the  would-be  self- 
appointed  local  welfare  worker  that  since  she  had  been  such  a  kind  neighbor 
t<  him  when  his  wife  was  ill  he  would  see  that  these  people  were  not  dis- 
turbed. We  then  reported  to  the  county  attorney  and  enforcement  officers 
and  they  said  "We  are  stuck"  and  stuck  they  are  witli  this  man  and  woman, 
and  their  fixe  children,  all  born  and  raised  in  another  state,  and  all  now  pub- 
lic charges  in  Montana  who  will  no  doubt,  cost  the  state  thousands  of  dollars;. 
just  because  we  have  no  law  giving  us  the  right  to  place  these  people  where 
they  legally  belong,  even  though  the  state  from  which  they  came  acknowledges 
their  responsibility  in  the  matter. 
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NEEDED— A  PSYCHOLOGIST. 

Once  more  we  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  greal   need  in   Mon 
tana  for  the  employment  of  a  scientifically  trained  and  experienced 
psychologist,  whose  services  would   be   available   to   the   workers  of 
our  department,  to  those  in  charge  of  our  state  institutions,  and  to 

our  judges  when  there  is  necessity  of  expert  advice  in  regard  to  the 
classification,  care  and  treatment  of  the  menial  defectives,  the  psycho- 
paths and  the  problem  hoys  and  girls. 

We  are  continually  contacting  children   that   are  sadly   in   need 

of  such  service  and  we  are  hoping  that  the  time  may  come  when 
we  may  have  a  mental  hygiene  clinic,  a  flying  one,  thai  will  visit  the 
different  counties  of  the  state  in  the  interest  of  the  children  who 
are  behavior  problems  or  who  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  have 
been  born  "short''  or  to  have  developed  mental  diseases,  knowing 
that  early  diagnosis  of  these  cases  followed  by  supervised  treatment 
as  recommended  will  save  many  to  lives  of  usefulness  and  will  make 
possible  the  proper  classification  of  the  defectives  so  there  may  be 
little  question  as  to  those  that  should  be  cared  for  in  the  institution. 

One  of  the  must  pitiful  eases  rluit  has  coiue  under  our  obsi  rvation,  which 
is  a  striking  illustration  of  this  need,  is  that  of  a  young  man  of  nineteen 
who  has  shut  himself  in  for  the  pasl  six  years  because  of  a  speech  defect. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  until  the  age  of  thirteen  when  he  could  no 
longer  stand  the  strain  of  being  different.  A  psychologist  should  have  been 
consulted  then  but  there  was  none  on  the  job  and  this  boy  was  permitted  to 
drift  along  until  the  past  year  when  he  was  taken  to  a  well  known  clinic,  but 
they  could  not  correcl    the  defect   and  he   returned  discouraged. 

We  were  appealed  to  and  went  to  see  the  lad.  taking  with  us  a  psychiatric 

social  worker,  a  Montana  girl  now  employed  in  a  clinic  in  Detroit.  When 
told  who  we  were,  lie  very  graciously  received  us  and  we  spent  a  pleasant 
hour  with  him  and  as  we  left  .Mis^  Sharp  remarked  that  ii  was  a  most  in- 
teresting case  and  she  felt  that  if  he  could  be  placed  under  a  psychologist, 
trained  for  this  type  of  work  that  he  could  be  led  to  forget  his  handicap.  to 
lake  an  interest  in  the  outside  world,  to  overcome  his  bitterness  and  the 
morbid  spirit  that  possessed  him  and  become  happy  and  useful.  He  has  a 
most  remarkable  command  of  language,  his  letters  would  do  credit  to  a 
college  graduate. 

There    is   no   one    in    Montana    whose    business    it    is   to   give   this 
boy   the  help   he   needs  and   without   it    he   is   very  apt    to   become  a 

psychopathic    case. 
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SUGGESTIONS 

Release  of  Children.  Surrender  or  the  voluntary  relinquish 
menl  of  parental  control  and  custody  over  children  to  other  individu 
als  or  organizations  without  the  sanction  of  the  court  or  a  public 
department  responsible  for  the  care  of  dependent  children  should  he 
prohibited.  Such  action  should  bring  no  hardship  to  those  doing 
careful,  conscientious  work  and  would  safeguard  children  from  un- 
scrupulous dealings  of  the  gravest  sort.  (Child  Welfare  League  of 
America. 

Reports  from  Private  Agencies.  Forty  states  empower  the  state 
department  to  request  the  submission  of  reports  from  private  child 
caring  agencies.  Children  separated  from  relatives  should  have  rec- 
ords safeguarded  by  being  placed  on  file  in  the  stale  department. 

Maternity  Homes.  Maternity  homes  should  be  licensed  and  super- 
vised by  the  state.  Certificates  of  approval  from  the  state  should 
be  required  of  all  individuals  who  place  a  child  not  a  relative,  and 
from  organizations  caring  for  the  dependent  children,  including 
child  placing  agencies  and   institutions  for  continued  care. 

Boarding  Homes.  There  is  need  in  Montana,  in  addition  to  our 
institutional  plan  of  a  Boarding  Home  system.  In  some  states  the 
county  shares  the  expense  with  the  state,  while  in  others  the  ex- 
pense is  borne  by  the  state. 

Counties  and  State  to  Share  Expense.  The  expense  of  earing 
for  children  at  the  state  orphanage  should  be  borne  jointly  by  the 
counties  and  the  state. 

Non  Support.  More  rigid  enforcement  of  our  law  on  desertion 
and  non  support. 

That  divorce  laws  be  amended  requiring  that  one  year  shall 
elapse  from  time  of  filing  petition  before  final  decree  may  be  granted. 

Money  would  be  saved  for  the  state,  if  we  had  a  law  requiring 
that  this  Bureau  he  notified  and  given  the  opportunity  to  make  in- 
vestigations and  recommendations  before  a  child  is  committed  as 
a    state   ward.     California    has   such   a    law   and    it    is   very   effective. 

From  counties  where  we  have  no  resident  deputy  there  have 
been  children  sent  to  the  orphanage  the  past  two  years,  at  a  cost, 
to  dale,  of  $5,725.00  that  this  department  would  not  have  deemed 
necessary  or  for  the  best  interest  of  the  parents  or  children,  and  had 

we    been   notified   we   would   gladly    have   helped   to   adjust      matters. 
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The  following  are  a   few  of  the  cases. 


rr 


Five    children— mother   a    fii    person    to   care    for    them     father   ;i    rover 
have  been  at   the  orphanage   fifteen  months     they   should   have   had   local   aid. 
Nol   placeable  children. 

One  child — stepmother-    father  should  have  been  compelled  to  board  child. 

Two  children     good  mother,  father  ill.  county  should  have  given  aid  in 
home. 

Five  children — father  a  drunkard,  mother  syphilitic  and  blind;  no  rela- 
tives able  to  help;  children  of  normal  mentality;  if  committed  ii  should 
have   been    for   immediate   placemen! 

Two  children— -good  mothers,  should  have  been  boarded  near  the  mothers, 
netting  local  aid  if  necessary. 


RESUME  OF  BUREAU'S  WORK 

Total    number  of  children    handled*  3,10J 

Dependent    and    neglected  2,581 

Deaf  and  dumb   1 

Deaf  and    Blind    13 

Epileptic    8 

Feel ilc   minded  253 

Delinquent     134 

Pregnant    97 

Rape      11 

Incest     :> 

Crippled         5 

(*In   many   cases  children    required  continued    supervision.) 
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COURT  COMMITMENTS  BY  REQUEST 

Cdiiri  Commitments  on  petition  by  the  Bureau. 

Warm   Springs  •> 

Boys'  [ndustrial  School  -•'• 

Girls'   Vocational   School  '" 

stair   Orphans'    Elome          108 

Boulder    Institution ;I1 

Court — -  - 

Bureau 103 

House   of   Good    Shepherd 4 

St.  Ann's  Orphanage ' 

St.  Joseph's  Orphanage ' 

Commitments  made   by   the    Bureau: 

Crittenton   Home     •"'" 

House   of   Good    Shepherd   - 

Girls'  Vocational   School     3 

Placements : 

Indian   Schools   •> 

Tuberculosis  Sanitarium  - 

Orthopedic  Commission  - 

Paul   Clark   Home   1 

State   Orphans'    Home    -0 

Montana    Children's    Home    3 

St.   Joseph   8 

St.  Thomas  Orphanage   - 14 

St.  Ann's  Orphanage  1 

Free   Home   Placements: 

Foster    Homes    lot) 

With  Relatives  222 

Adoptions 74 

Girls •'!•"» 

Boys  39 

Under  two  years  59 

Two  to  six  years  7 

Over  six    vears -  S 
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ADOPTIONS  AND  COMMITMENTS 

The    following    statistics    taken    from    the    courl     records  were    furnished 
by   officials   in   the  counties  of  the   state. 

Total  number  of  children  adopted  during  the  biennium  240 

Parties   giving   consent  : 

Mothers  50 

Fathers  20 

Both    parents                      L6 

other   Relatives  5 

Physician     1 

Bureau    Child    Protection  71 

Montana   Children's  Home  and  Hospital  42 

St.   Ann's   <  (rphanage  11 

Guardians                   5 

Xone   recorded 8 

Out    of   state   organizations   :; 

Self     2 

Adopted    by    step-fat  hers o 

Adopted  by  step-mothers  2 

Total   number  committed  : 

State    Orphans'    Home    - Ill 

Bureau    Child    Protection    103 

Montana  Children's  Hume  and  Hospital  9 

Rev.   F.  J.   Shevlin    1 

Indian    School    3 

Vocational    School 44 

Industrial  School  132 

Sel 1    for    Feeble    Minded                                             ....  114 

School   for   Deaf  and  Blind   4 

Florence  Crittenton  Home 13 

St.    Ann's    Orphanage    10 

House  of   Good    Shepherd s 

St.    Joseph    Orphanage    ......  11 

Individuals    1 

(Some    of    the    children    committed    i"    the    Bureau    are    placed    in    the    orphanage 

without    further    commitment.) 

Percentage  of  children   under  Hi  years  of  age  committed: 

Vocational    School  10'  < 

House  of  Good  Shepherd  .".l'c 

Industrial     School •"">'.»', 

( 'rittenton     1  Ionic  35'  , 

Percentage    of    inmate-    at     penitentiary     that     have    not  completed     the 
eighth  grade,  44%. 
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APPRECIATION. 

VVc  are  very  grateful  for  the  co-operation  of  stale  officials, 
judges,  county  officials,  public  health  nurses,  superintendents  of  pub- 
lic and  private  institutions,  and  child  placing  organization,  teachers, 
the  veteran's  child  welfare  committee,  .Montana  Tuberculosis  Asso- 
ciation, Red  Cross  workers  and  those  in  charge  of  Local  charitable 
organizal  ions. 

BIG  BROTHERS  AND   SISTERS 

We  appreciate  the  very  valuable  service  thai  has  been  rendered 
by  generous  folks  of  good  judgment  in  every  county  of  the  state, 
who  have  furnished  us  with  reliable  information  and  who  have  given 
generously  of  their  time  in  aiding  those  in  need  of  assistance. 

The  Bureau  sta  \'\'  consists  of : 

Secretary,  Maggie  Smith   Hathaway 
Office  Deputy,  .Mae  Senieur  Whaley 
Billings  Deputy.   Harry   T.  Mann 
Butte   Deputy,  Mary  Phillips 
Kalispeli   Deputy,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Macdonald 
Great   Fads  Deputy.  Maude  E.  Sutherland 
Missoula  Deputy,  Margaret  Britt 
Havre  Deputy.  W.  W.  Jones 
Wolf  Point   Deputy.  Charles   Gordon 

The  Havre  and  Wolf  Poinl  deputies  are  on  a  per  diem  plan: 
Greal   Falls.  Kalispeli   and  Missoula   on  part  time. 

Our  workers  have  given  most  valuable  service  to  the  state  and 
in  this  service  have  saved  the  taxpayers  many  times  what  it  has  cost. 
They  have  given  unstintedlv  of  their  time,  some  of  them  verv  much 
underpaid.  The  secretary  has  gone  into  the  counties  outside  of  the 
districts  where  there  are  resident  deputies  mi  that  no  part  of  the 
state  has  Ween  without  service.  But  the  pleasure  that  comes  from 
helping  little  children  and  the  "]  thank  yon"  from  relatives,  friends, 
judges  and  oilier  officials  more  than  repay  for  the  long  hours,  hard 
trips  and  no  time  for  vacations,  glad  that  we  have  the  wonderful 
opportunity  for  service  for  God's  little  ones. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

MAGGIE  SMITH  HATHAWAY. 

Secretary . 
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YELLOWSTONE  DISTRICT. 

In  reply  to  your  requesl   for  our  report,  I  submil   the  following 
In  addition  to  our  regular  duties.  I  find  thai  a  deputy  is  called  ii] 
to  render  a  variety  of  service 

For  example:  a  lady  called  me  on  the  phone  and  asked  me  to 
come  and  see  her  at  one.'.  I  did  and  all  she  wished  was.  advice  as 
to  whether  her  daughter  should  marry  a  young  fellow  who  lived  on 
the  other  side  of  town.  A  neighbor  told  her  thai  if  any  one  knew 
the  good  and  bad  of  a  young  man.  I  did  and  by  all  means  to  call  me 
up.  The  lad  had  stolen  a  bicycle  some  five  years  ago  bul  had  been 
fine  since  so  I  suggested  a  wedding  would  be  all  right. 

Another  party  called  and  wanted  to  see  me  a1  once.  I  went  and 
learned  I  was  to  take  three  children  from  a  woman  thai  was  seen 
riding  with  a  man  who  I  found  on  investigating  was  her  husband. 
Another  reporl  was  that  a  neighbor  and  his  wife  had  g;one  to  a 
dance  and  left  three  children  at  home  alone,  and  I  learned  that  the 
oldest  was  sixteen  years  of  age. 

In  fact  I  have  been  called  upon  to  do  most  everything.  A  friend 
said    to    me    one    day.    "Harry,    just    what    are    your    dnti  and    1 

replied  that  it  seemed  that  I  was  to  do  jusl  what  no  one  else  wanted 
to  do.  We  have  no  probation  officer  in  my  districl  and  '  am  called 
upon  to  do  this  extra  work,  besides  looking  after  th  ■  poor  little 
helpless  babies  and  children  that  our  bureau  cares  for  in  one  way 
or  another.  I  may  he  selfish  when  1  speak  of  my  own  success  in 
handling  children  hut  I  can  say  that  in  twelve  years.  I  have  never 
had  a  complaint  about  the  care  that  I  have  provided  for  them  in 
foster  homes.  I  feel  very  fortunate  thai  I  have  hern  able  1"  place 
most  of  the  children  that  have  been  awarded  to  our  bureau  in  fost< 
homes  or  with  relatives  and  thus  have  saved  the  state  thousands 
dollars  that  would  have  been  spenl  if  they  had  had  to  <?o  to  the 
orphanage. 

The  following  report  for  1932  alone  will  show  what  is  being 
done  in  the  Billings  district  by  our  Bureau,  but  it  is  the  fine. 
whole  hearted  cooperation  that  I  have  received  from  our  Judg 
Police  Departments,  the  Sheriffs'  Offices,  our  County  Auditors' 
Office  and  County  Attorneys  and  Associated  Charities  and  all  our 
good  women  and  men  of  our  community  that  have  made  it  possible 
to  care  for  so  many  cases  of  different   kinds. 
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Juvenile   I  delinquents   i  1932  only  i  : 

12  cases  in  I  )istrid  ( 'ourts 

23  committed   to  State   [nstitutions,  as  follows: 

14  sent   to  State    [ndllStrial   School   ;it    Miles  City 

3  stale  Vocational  School  for  Girls  at  Helena 

1  House  of  Good  Shepherd   at   Helena 

5  Florence  Crittenton  Home  at  Helena 


23 


Dependent.    Neglected    and    Abandoned: 

24  eases  in  District  Courts,  as  follows: 

14  adopted  out  or  placed  for  adoption 
4  scut  to  State  Orphans  Home  at  Twin  Bridges 

4  committed  To  the  Bureau  and  sent  out  of  slate  to  relatives 

1    committed  to  the  Vocational  School  for  Girls  at  Helena 

1    Stale  Industrial  School  at  Miles  Citv 


•24 


To  State  School  for  Deaf.  Blind  and  Feeble  Minded  al   Boulder 
H  committed  as  feeble  minded 


2   as  deaf  and   dumb 


1    epileptic 


12 
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rr 


Total   Minors  handled   in  court   and   including  twenty-two  senl 
out   of  State    (these   twenty-two   would   have   been   wards  of 

the  State  or  County LOO 

Cases  investigated  as  .Juvenile  Delinquents  152 

Cases  investigated   as  neglected  and  dependent  24 

Cases   investigated,  children  in  d,  secured  county  -,\\<\  37 

Cases  prosecuted  for  failure  to  provide,  (convicted  one  1 

Marriages  (rather  than  prosecute  as  rape)  7 

Rape  cases  prosecuted  (with  seven  conviction-  10 

Reconciliation  of  families           :; 
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This   report    covers   a    period    from    December    the    1st.    1931    to 
November  30.  1932.     Most  cases  from  Billings  and   vicinity  and  Car 
bon  and   Big   Horn   Counties  with   a    few   scattered    from    Livingston 
to  Miles  City. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HARRY  T.  MANN. 

I  >eputy. 


GREAT  FALLS  DISTRICT 

Old  New 

Investigations:  Clients  Clients 

Dependenl   and  Neglected  Children  124  174 

Delinquent   89  29 

Defective  70  32 

Abandoned  0  1 

Crippled   4  12 

Cruelty   0  3 

Rape   a  2 


587  243 

Placements— 34  dependent  and  neglected  children  were  commit- 
ted to  the  Bureau:  16  were  sent  to  the  state  orphanage,  included  in 
this  number  were  seven  from  one  family,  ;ill  of  whom  were  placed 
very  shortly  for  care  and  education,  or  for  adoption,  except  one.  121 
children  were  provided  homes  with  relatives,  11  were  placed  in  foster 
homes  at  no  expense  to  state  or  county.  22  were  placed  temporarily 
for  board  in  families. 

Delinquents — 11  girls  were  sent  to  the  Florence  Crittenton  Home ; 
4  to  the  House  of  Good  Shepherd:  3  to  the  State  Vocational  School; 
(i  were  paroled   to  their  relatives. 
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Defectives-  1!»  sent  to  the  Feeble  Minded  School;  3  to  Warm 
Springs. 

Rape  Cases — one  defendant,  a  married  man,  pleaded  guilty  and 
Mas  sentenced  to  penitentiary  for  10  years;  in  the  other  ease,  the 
father  was  defendant  and  just  before  the  trial  was  set.  committed  sui- 
eide. 

For  Adoption — 30,  of  whom  28  have  been  adopted,  all  are  getting 
along  wonderfully  well.  187  calls  were  made  to  follow  up  these 
placements,  and  323  interviews  have  been  given  children  who  arc 
under  our  supervision. 

As  stated  in  our  last  biennial  our  objective  is  "to  keep  people 
out  of  trouble;  to  help  them  to  help  themselves;  not  relief  only  but 
prevention  is  our  slogan.  Tt  is  no  part  of  our  work  to  relieve  parents 
of  the  responsibility  of  their  children — removing  children  is  a  must 
serious  matter  and  should  be  done  only  in  most  extreme  cases." 

To  help  people  to  help  themselves  paid  in  the  following  instance: 
a  girl  wife  and  her  four  children  had  been  deserted  by  the  husband 
and  father.  She  was  not  trained  for  any  special  work  and  became 
discouraged  and  neglected  her  children.  We  refused  to  take  these 
children  in  spite  of  repeated  demands  of  other  organizations  and 
neighbors  to  do  so  but  we  did  encourage  and  help  the  mother  and 
today  she  is  happily  remarried  to  a  good  man  and  has  a  idee  home 
and  is  giving  good  care  to  the  children.  Had  we  taken  the  little  ones 
and  ceased  to  have  sympathetic  contact,  she  might  have  ^one  down 
to  a   life  of  immorality. 

Prevention  I  was  called  concerning  a  pfirl  who  was  fast  hecom 
ing  a  delinquent,  after  investigation  1  wondered  that  all  the  children 
of  the  small  town  were  not  delinquent,  no  high  school,  no  Sunday 
School,  no  Camp  Fire  Girl  or  Girl  Scout  organizations,  not  even  a 
movie  house  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  wetter  spot  in  .Montana, 
it  seemed  to  me  that  all  I  heard  was  that  nearly  cvt'vy  other  person 
was  a  bootlegger.  I  found  the  family  of  ten  in  a  one  room  shack, 
not  a  curtain  to  divide  it.  The  father  was  severe  and  this  fourteen 
year  old  girl  was  determined  to  have  some  fun  even  if  it  meant  a 
whipping  on  her  return,  dust  before  we  were  called,  she  went  to  a 
dance  and  fearing  to  go  home  had  gone  with  a  woman  who  gave  her 
liquor,  and  she  said  that  from  four  o'clock  one  day  until  afternoon 
the  next  she  did  not  know  what  had  happened.  With  the  help  of  the 
sheriff  and  the  school  trustees  we  prevailed  on  the  parents  to  let  us 
take  her  for  a  few  months,  we  did  not  wish  to  have  her  sent  to  a 
corrective  institution  unless  absolutely  necessary.  We  placed  her 
with  a  wonderful  woman  who  understands  children  and  whose  slogan 
is     "keep  them  busy  with  good  things  and  they  will  not  have  time 
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for  the  bad".  In  six  months  she  was  a  differenl  girl,  had  broughl 
her  school  work  up.  joined  a  church  of  her  own  accord  and  was 
then  sent  to  an  aunt  iu  another  state,  all  because  we  used  an  "ounce 

of  prevention." 

Defectives  -One  family  with  five  children  in  Boulder  and  five 
more  thai  should  go,  waiting  until  the  five  year  old  can  be  senl  with 
the  "est.  Another  ease  of  an  epileptic  aged  15  whose  parents  con- 
sented to  our  filing  the  petition  and  at  the  bearing  backed  out  and 

refused  to  let  him  go.  There  is  danger  that  this  boy  may  harm  some 
one.     Often  avc   are   hindered   in   this  way. 

Among  difficulties  we  encounter  is  thai  it  seems  easier  for  some 
county  officials  and  organizations  to  whom  we  appeal  for  help,  tc 
say,  "turn  them  over  to  the  state  and  thus  remove  expense  to  us."" 
But  it  does  not  remove  expense,  it  merely  makes  ii  indirect.  Half 
the  sum  spent  in  the  orphanage  would  hold  the  home  together  and 
give  the  mother  an  objective  in  life,  often  a  broken  home  leads  to 
immorality  of  the  parents. 

Still  another  difficulty  is  that  of  the  child  between  12  and  18  who 
is  too  old  to  be  sent  to  the  orphanage  and  too  young  to  be  placed 
on  his  own.  Until  the  depression,  we  have  been  fairly  successful  in 
finding  folks  to  give  free  homes  and  provide  schooling  and  clothes. 
Xow  they  can  give  the  homes  but  not  the  clothes.  Unless  the  judge 
or  county  commissioners  order  money  for  them  we  have  a  real  prob- 
lem. A  girl  had  but  one  year  left  of  high  school,  and  the  lady  who 
had  her  asked  for  clothes.  This  was  denied  from  all  sources  and  at 
last  the  .Junior  \\vd  Cross  through  the  schools  helped  us.  Later  the 
judge  ordered  a  stated  amount. 

In   final   summary    1    believe  our  department   has  been  and   is  en 
deavoring  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  last   White  House 
(  (inference,  namely : 

1 — That  greater  provision  be  made  for  assistance  of  needy  chil- 
dren in  their  own  homes. 

2 — That  greater  use  be  made  of  family  care  for  children  who 
must  be  removed  from  their  own  homes. 

:! — That  prevention  of  child  dependency  is  better  than  cure. 

4 — That  for  those  socially  handicapped  the  community  should 
provide  that  type  of  medical  and  social  care  and  treatmenl  which 
will  restore  them  as  nearly  as  possible  to  normal  life,  self  support, 
and  community  life. 

Kespect  fully  submitted. 

MAUDE  E.  SUTHERLAND, 

Deputy. 
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BUTTE  DISTRICT 

01.1         New 
Investigations:  .,..  .,,. 

*  Lients     (  lients 

Dependent  and  Neglected ... .                                     923          250 

Delinquent 5 

Defective 107 

Altai  idol  ied     2 

( 'rippled - 5 

Cruelty 5 

T0TA1 :!74 

1  'lacements  : 

State  Orphanage    L3 

St.   Joseph's    Home      10 

St.    Ann's 1 

Relatives 3 

County   ( 'are . 1 

Dependents    sent    out    of    tilt1    state 31 

Boarded    in    homes   8 

Delinquents : 

( Irittenton  Home . .       2 

Vocational    School    1 

House  of  (iood   Shepherd   2 

Defectives : 

Boulder  Training  School  for  Feeble  Minded 12 

Deaf 7 

Blind      1 

Warm    Springs 3 

Of  the  107  defectives  investigated,  100  are  feeble  minded. 

Adoptions 7 

Placed  for  adoption : 11 

Dependents  sent  out  of  the  state: 

Adults     - -       9 

Children 31 

These  dependents  were  sent  to  the  following  states:  California. 
Illinois.  Kansas.  .Minnesota.  New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Wash- 
ington. Sixteen  of  these  had  they  remained  would  have  been  sent 
to  state  institutions.  For  just  one  year  to  .Montana  the  cost  would 
have    been    $4,800. 

A  woman   under  thirty  years  of  age,   mother  of  eight    children, 
was  drinking'  and   contributing  to   the   delinquency  of   her   daughter 
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who  was  leu  years  of  age.  she  was  arrested  and  committed  on  a 
charge  of  state  vagrancy.  After  much  correspondence,  relatives  in 
an  eastern  state  agreed  to  rare  for  her  and  the  children.  A  tickel 
was  obtained,  and  the  family  was  sent. 

A  mother  (d'  five  children  was  practicing  prostitution,  the 
father  refused  to  work  and  used  his  automobile  to  entice  young 
people  to  become  delinquent.  The  parents  were  arrested,  charged 
with  neglect  of  their  children,  in  the  meantime  we  had  gotten  in 
touch  with  relatives  in  an  eastern  state  who  agreed  to  find  work 
for  the  husband  in  the  line  for  which  he  was  trained  and  to  be 
responsible  for  the  children.  After  correspondence  with  the  welfare 
workers  who  knew  these  relatives  as  good,  reliable  people,  tin' 
family  avhs  sent. 

A  report  from  other  agencies  stated  that  a  family  whose  sec 
ond  child  was  about  two  months  of  age  wished  to  place  him  for 
adoption  because  of  lack  of  funds.  An  investigation  was  made  and 
we  found  that  this  child  was  suffering  from  hydrocephalus.  The 
parents  were  aware  that  something  was  wrong.  In  the  course  id' 
time  this  child  had  to  be  sent  to  a  state  sanitarium.  If  then'  had 
not  been  a  proper  investigation,  some  unsuspecting  family  would 
have  taken  this  child  into  their  home.  This  kind  of  ea-e  has  oc- 
curred before,  and  when  an  investigation  has  not  been  made. 
people  with  good  intentions  have  found  themselves  with  a  sub- 
normal child  to  support  and  educate. 

Respectfully   submitted, 

MARY    PHILLIPS. 


FLATHEAD  DISTRICT 

I    respectfully   submit    the    following: 

Two  hundred  and  five  dependent  and  neglected  children  have 
been  contacted  in  this  district,  many  of  whom  have  been  under 
continued  supervision:  new  arrangements  have  been  made  for  (i.~> : 
we  found  it  necessary  to  have  28  committed  to  the  state  orphan- 
age. Further  investigations  have  been  made  of  15  defective  children, 
four  that  were  victims  of  rape  and  two  <d'  incest:  we  have  also 
cared  for  six  crippled  children.  Thirteen  pregnant  girls  have  come 
under  our  care  and  we  have  had  admitted  to  the  institution  for 
the  feeble  minded  11.  We  have  placed  15  children  with  relatives, 
having  sent  nine  out  of  the  state  and  found  boarding  homes  for  tern 
porary  care  of  11,  four  have  been  sent  to  the  Vocational  School.  Twelve 
abandoned   children    have   been   cared    for  and   two  adopted. 
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One  pitiful  case  that  we  have  deall  with  was  that  of  a  family 
of  nine  children,  mother  and  six  children  feeble  minded  and  the 
father  a  sub-normal  degenerate.  The  father  drove  the  oldest  girl 
away  from  home  by  undesirable  attentions.  She  is  working  in 
another  state.  We  had  committed  to  the  feeble  minded  school  the 
second  daughter  who  had  become  a  victim  of  her  father.  The  two 
youngest  children  and  their  mother  have  been  sent  to  relatives  in 
Nebraska.  Three  other  children  are  in  the  orphanage  and  a  boy  of 
12  is  in  charge  of  the  county  on  account  of  lack  of  room  at  the 
Home.  One  boy  aged  17  is  a  tramp.  He  refused  to  go  to  school  or 
work. 

This  family  came  from  another  part  of  the  state  to  hide  the 
daughter's  pregnancy  and  were  leaving  here  for  the  same  reason 
when   her  condition    became   known    to   the   authorities. 

Upon  information  being  filed  against  the  father,  he  pleaded 
guilty  to  a  charge  of  incest  and  was  sentenced  to  serve  30  years 
in  the  penitentiary. 

The  second  case  is  that  of  a  family  of  bootleggers,  all  members 
participating  in  the  manufacturing  and  selling  of  intoxicating 
liquors.  The  father  has  served  two  terms  for  moonshining.  The 
mother's  parents  and  grandparents  are  being  supported  by  the 
county  and  have  been  for  years.  There  are  six  children  in  the 
family.  The  mother  testified  in  court  that  a  good  stiff  hot  drink 
of  whiskey  is  good  for  the  kids  on  cold  nights.  The  mother  and 
children,  the  oldest  a  boy  of  12,  peddled  liquor.  For  weeks  at  a 
time  the  children  were  left  alone  with  a  feeble  minded  man,  not  a 
member  of  the  family.  The  father  is  very  ignorant,  the  mother 
subnormal.  The  children  were  filthy  both  morally  and  physically 
and  were  very  much  undernourished.  The  oldest  and  youngest 
boys  are  normal,  other  children  subnormal.  The  lawyer  hired  by 
this  man  to  defend  him  insisted  on  the  case  being  tried  by  a  jury. 
Upon  the  parents  being  found  guilty  of  neglect  all  the  children 
were  committed  to  the  State  Orphans  Home  where  they  now  are. 

A  very  interesting  case  is  that  pertaining  to  a  12-year-old  girl 
who  had  been  abandoned  by  her  father.  This  child's  mother  is 
dead  and  she  was  made  a  "slavey"  by  her  half-breed  stepmother. 
The  girl  took  care  of  two  babies,  washed  and  ironed  for  Mexicans, 
Japs  and  Philippinos.  These  men  were  working  on  an  extra  gang 
of  the  railroad  and  were  frequent  visitors  at  the  stepmother's 
home.  The  child  was  forced  to  drink  intoxicants,  was  once  chased 
by  a  drunken  Mexican  with  a  razor.  She  was  struck  on  the  head 
with  a  flatiron  by  her  stepmother  on  another  occasion.  The  child 
was  much  undernourished.  This  case  was  reported  to  me  by  the 
superintendent    of  the   school.     The   girl    has   been   made   a   ward   of 
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the  Bureau  and  has  responded  wonderfully  to  good  cafe.  Her 
physical  condition  has  improved  a  hundred  per  cent.  I  hope  to 
place  this  child  with  relatives  soon. 

MRS.  A.  I).  MacDONALD. 


MISSOULA  DISTRICT 

Of  the  dependent  and  aeglected  children  thai  have  been  con- 
tacted,   28    of   them    were    placed    with    relatives.      Eighty-five    p 

cent  of  the  trouble  in  these  homes  was  due  to  drink  and  divorce. 
Aid  was  secured  for  temporary  relief  for  families  with  135  chil- 
dren, the  basic  cause  of  need  being'  unemployment.  Employment 
was  secured  for  15  children  making  possible  their  continuance  in 
school. 

Nine  cases  of  delinquents  are  being  carried  along  with  hup.'  tha 
in  time  they  will  develop  into  useful  citizens  through  our  guidance 
and    advice.      Eight    buys    were    reported    to    the    probation    officer. 

Thirteen  feeble  minded  were  committed  to  Boulder  and  11 
of  subnormal  mentality,  not  of  institutional  type,  will  lie  given 
vocational  work  in  a  special  division  of  our  public  schools. 

Thirteen  have  been  placed  in  good  homes  without  courl  com- 
mitment, with  view  to  adoption  later.  Nine  have  been  sent  to  the 
state  orphanage,  and  six  have  been  taken  back  by  relatives  subjed 
to  supervision  by  the  Bureau,  sixteen  are  being  boarded  temporar- 
ily  by   the  county. 

Six  illegitimate  children  were  born  in  this  district,  four  to 
non-resident  mothers.  Four  of  these  children  have  been  legally 
adopted.  The  other  two  \\\'vo  kept  by  their  mothers  and.  in  one 
instance,  the  alleged  father  married  the  mother. 

One  child,  the  victim  of  infantile  paralysis,  has  been  placed 
in  a  good  home  that  offers  every  advantage  possible. 

Forty-three    children    were    victims    of    non-support    and    it    was 
necessary    to    prosecute    in    eight    of    these    cases,    but    favorable    re 
suits   were   obtained    by    co-operation    and    supervision    in    the    other 
families. 

Medical  aid  lias  been  secured  for  22.  this  consisted  of  dental 
care,  tonsil  operations,  malnutrition,  glasses  fitted  and  treatment 
for  skin   diseases. 

One    rape    case. 

Sometimes  one  visit  was  sufficient  to  a  home,  but  1  find  many 
cases  where  it    is  necessary   to  go  often  to  the  same  hones. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

MARGARET   BRITT. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  ORPANS  HOME 

Twin  Bridges,  Montana 

By 

G.  H.  Davey 

Following    is   a    report    of   our    activities   and    major   events   for 
24    months   beginning    December    1.    1930,   and    ending    December   1 
1932. 

POPULATION 

We  have  a  rated  capacity  of  "10.")  children  over  five  years  of 
age  and  30  nursery  children  under  five.  During  the  period  above 
mentioned  Ave  have  had  as  our  lowest  number  on  any  one  day  --V2 
and  as  our  highest  number  I'^'l. 

Our  total  admissions  since  December  1.  1930,  have  been  1-">1 
•onsisting  of  ":!  <_virls  and  78  boys  and  for  the  same  period  114  have 
been  re!  iased.  Sixty-four  have  been  returned  to  their  parents. 
relatives  have  taken  16  and  25  have  been  placed  out.  Four  have 
been  transferred  to  other  institutions  and  we  have  had  one  death. 
AVe  also  have  one  girl  attending  college  and  three  were  returned  to 
their  counties  due  to  their  being  physically  unfit. 

HEALTH 

Generally  speaking  the  health  of  the  children  has  been  verv 
good.  Within  the  period  covered  by  this  report  Ave  have  had  epi- 
demics of  measles  and  chickenpox,  accounting  for  a  total  of  12(> 
cases,  but  all  were  of  a  slight  nature  and  there  were  no  serious 
a  tier    effects. 

(In  admittance  all  children  are  vaccinated  against  smallpox  and 
immunized  against   typhoid  and  diphtheria. 

Again  Ave  have  been  fortunate  in  having  no  major  accidents. 

We  lost  one  child  from  pneumonia  on  March  24,  1932.  This 
Avas  a  little  Mexican  girl.  She  came  from  the  eastern  part  of  the 
state  and  when  first  sent,  was  refused,  due  to  her  general   condition. 

After  a  few  months  she  was  returned  to  us.  but  from  the  first 
was  delicate  and  spent  most  of  he]'  time  in  the  hospital.  Early 
in  the  spring  she  contracted  pneumonia  and  despite  every  care  and 
attention,  passed  away  due  to  lack  of  resistance  and  a  weak  heart. 

Right  here  it  seems  fitting  to  make  some  pertinent  remarks 
regarding  our  new  admissions.  Generally  speaking  they  arrive  in 
a  dirtier  condition  and  in  poorer  shape  physically  and  mentally  than 
thev    did    during;    the    first    biennium    of   my    administration.      Then, 
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too,    practically    all    the   children    operated    upon    were    new    admis 

siotis  and    out    of  the    15]    newcomers,   7s    i ded    immediate   dental 

care  ami  more  than  a  third  of  tins  number  was  also  provided   with 
glasses. 

We  find  thai   after  a   few  weeks  of  regular  feeding  and   proper 
rest,  a   decided   improvement   in   both   the  mental   and   physical   con 
dition    is   manifest. 

The   general    physical    and    surgical    care   of   the   children  is   in 

the   hands   of   Dr.    E.   E.    Free,    15.   Sc,   M.    I).,   of    Dillon,    who  visit. 

every   other   day   except    during   epidemics   or   serious   illness,  when 
lie   is  a   daily  visitor. 

\)r.    \Y.   .1.    Roniersa.    D.    D.   S..    has   charge   of   all    dental    work, 
while   Dr.   W.  ■) .  Sullivan   of   Butte,   is  our  optometrist. 

Miss  Julia    Larson.  R.   X.,  is  in   charge  of  our  hospital.     She  is 
a    capable,    conscientious    and    untiring    worker    and    has    had    ex 
ceptional  success  with  all  her  charges. 

OPERATIONS 

To  date   we  have   had   60   operations   consisting   of  2!)   tonsillec 
tomies,  29  adenoidectomies  and   two  circumcisions.     Rapid   recovery 
was   made    in    all    cases    and    the    present    condition    of   the    children 
operated    upon    proved    that    this   surgical    work    was   a    decided    ad- 
vantage  and   of  inestimable   value   to   their   general    health. 


•  i- « 


SCHOOL 

The  Home  maintains  its  own  kindergarten  and  grade  school 
Boys  and  girls  who  are  eligible  for  high  school,  attend  the  Twin 
Bridges  school.  During  the  first  year  of  the  biennium  there  were 
only  eight  high  school  students,  whereas  this  year  there  are  twenty- 
four.  This  increase  in  enrollment  is  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  we 
find  it  almost  impossible  to  place  the  older  hoys  and  girls  because 
of  the  general  economic  condition   of  the  country. 

The  curriculum  and  standard  of  the  ••Home"  School  are  fully 
equal  to  that  of  the  ordinary  public  school.  Our  teaching  staff  is 
composed  of  all  normal  graduates  and  sine  our  last  report  our 
school  has  become  an  accredited  one. 

Our  pupils  ranked  the  highest  in  .Madison  County  in  the 
Scholastic  Examinations  given  at  Virginia  City  in  April.  1932.  and 
tor  three  successive  years  they  have  carried  off  the  two  silver  cups 
presented   at    the   Jefferson-Madison    Scholastic    and    Athletic    Meet. 
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We    feel    that    these    results    are    most    gratifying    considering    tha 
many  of  our  admissions  are  below  par  both  mentally  and  physically. 

The  National  Intelligence  Tests  were  given  in  1!':>1  to  the 
grade  school   students  with   the   following  results: 

Average   Intelligence  Quotient:     Boys  93,  Girls  96.7. 
Hate  of  Intelligence  Quotients:     Low  62,  High   1M6. 

In  both  years  the  Stanford  Achievement  Tests  were  also  given. 

Last  September  Miss  Mattie  Grace  Sharp,  M.  A.,  who  is  with 
the  Clinic  of  Juvenile  Research,  a  project  sponsored  by  the  Yale 
Institute  of  Human  Relations.  Detroit.  Michigan,  examined  a  group 
of  19  children  of  bad  mental  history  and  background,  the  results 
of  which  were  as  follows: 


Nine  of  the  19  children  received  an  Intelligence  Quotient 
ranging  from  .18  To  7.s.  These  according  to  Terman's 
"Measurement  of  Intelligence"  are  classified  as  Institu- 
tional types  and  should  have  been  committed  to  Boulder. 
Nine  children  had  Intelligence  Quotients  ranging  from  82 
to  90  and   one  only  received   an    1.  Q.  of  100. 

Seeing   that    many    of   the    children    we    are    now    receiving    are 
of  this  lower   type,   we   are   afraid    that    our    high    educational    stand 
ards  will  not  he  maintained  as  they   have  been   in  the  past. 

At    the   present    lime  our  school   enrollment    is  as   follows: 

Kindergarten     ...  26 

First    Grade 21 

Second    Grade   — 27 

Third  Grade  .  26 

Fourth    Grade 31 

Fifth   Grade  27 

Sixth  Grade  26 

Seventh    Grade 20 

Eighth    Grade   12 

High  School 24 

Total  250 

Systematic  work  in  the  gymnasium  is  given  to  all  grades  and 
swimming  is  taught  to  the  older  hoys  and  girls. 

In  basketball  our  boys  have  made  a  fine  showing  and  for  the 
winter  1931-1932  won  the  trophy  in  the  district  tournament  held 
at   Dillon. 
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During  the  la  si  biennium  greater  attention  has  been  paid  to 
music  and  besides  the  instruct  ion  given  in  each  grade,  we  now 
have  a    hoys'  and   girls'   glee   club   and    a    hand   of   forty    pieces. 

A   most  practical    training   in    plain    and    fancy   sewing   is   given 

the  girls   in  the   Home  and   they   have   hern   successful   each   year   in 

receiving   a  Large    number   of   premiums   at    tin'   Stair    Pair   held    in 
1  [elena. 

The  Home  is  not  equipped  nor  arc  our  funds  sufficient  to 
teach  Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science  and  this  is  unquestion- 
ably   our    greatest    disappointment    and    a    YiT\     regrettable    thing 

especially    at     the    present     time    when    we    have    so    many    hoys    ami 
girls  nearly   18  years  of  age. 

CHILDREN'S   SAVINGS 

We  encourage  the  children  at  all  times  to  practice  thrift  and 
all  moneys  received  by  them  are  placed  to  their  individual  ac 
counts.  Prom  these  the  children  periodically  purchase  small  gifts 
as  remembrances  for  relatives.  The  High  School  students  and  the 
older  children  are  also  enabled  to  buy  extra  articles  for  their  per- 
sonal use. 

At  Christmas  and  other  special  occasions  they  are  permitted 
to  draw  out  sufficient  funds  to  purchase  small  Christmas  gifts  for 
their    relatives. 

The  total  receipts  December  1  amount  to  ^o72.80. 

RECREATION  AND  ENTERTAINMENT 

We  do  not  believe  in  "All  work  and  no  play"  as  is  evidenced 
by  our  athletic  record  and  the  trophies  we  have  to  our  credit. 
For  three  successive  years  we  have  carried  off  the  cup  awarded 
for  athletics  at  the  Jefferson- Whitehall  Meet  of  the  schools  of  the 
two  counties:     Jefferson  and  Madison. 

Baseball,  football,  basketball,  skating,  swimming,  etc..  are 
regularly   participated   in. 

During'  the  summer  months  various  picnics  are  given  and  regu- 
lar walks  form  a  part  of  the  daily  schedule.  Throughout  the  win- 
ter months  the  children  enjoy  motion  pictures,  attend  outside  hall 
games  and  concerts  in  addition  to  participating  in  the  enjoymeni 
offered  by  attendance  to  Lyceum  meetings  which  happen  to  he 
given  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 
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As  far  as  practicable  the  older  scholars  have  ' ' ud -1  otzether '' 
parties,  dances,  etc. 

School  entertainments  are  "Red  Letter"  days  for  the  children 
and   they  are  always  looked  forward  to  with   great   pleasure. 

Fourth  of  -Inly.  Christinas.  Thanksgiving  and  other  holidays  arc 
celebrated  with  appropriate  decorations,  programs  and  refresh- 
ments. 

VOCATIONAL  TRAINING 

All  of  the  older  students  assist  regularly  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  the  institution. 

The  girls  are  assigned  work  in  the  hospital,  nursery,  smaller 
children's  cottages,  employees"  dining  room,  etc.,  and  quite  fre- 
quently they  help  in  the  kitchen  and  other  places  where  they  are 
needed.  They  also  do  all  the  mending  and  repairing  of  their  own 
clothing. 

Our  200-acre  farm  and  Holstein  dairy  offer  practical  training 
for  the  boys  during  the  entire  year.  They  milk  our  herd  of  forty 
cows  as  well  as  assist  in  the  caring  of  hogs,  chickens,  etc.  During 
the  summer  gardening  offers  a  course  of  excellent  training  and 
the  produce  of  the  garden  mainly  supplies  the  table  of  the  Home. 
The  boys  are  also  required  to  make  their  own  beds  and  do  the 
general  cleaning  of  their  cottages  and  in  these  tasks  they  evidence 
exceptional  pride.  They  also  assist  in  the  kitchen,  laundry  and 
children's  dining  room.  During  the  school  year  the  janitor  work 
is  done  entirely  by  the  boys  and  girls. 

RELIGIOUS    SERVICES 

Sunday  School  is  held  every  Sunday  morning  from  9:30  to 
10:45. 

Children  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  are  permitted  to  attend 
their  own  church  in  Twin   Bridges  the  first  Sunday  in  each  month. 

Ministers  of  other  denominations  pay  us  occasional  visits.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  the  Reverend  Haynes  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  conducted  services  once  each   month. 

TRANSFERS  TO  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS 

During  the  past   two  years   we   have  transferred   two   boys  and 
one   girl  to   the   School    for   Feeble    Minded    at    Boulder  and    we   re 
turned  an  epileptic  boy  to  Warm  Springs. 
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DAIRY   AND   FARM 

Our  Holstein  herd  now  consists  of  forty  cows  and  our  milk 
production  shows  a  decided  gain  as  the  following  figures  will 
prove : 

November  1.  L930,  to  November  1.  1!>.I1     225.2:55  lbs. 

November  1.  1931,  to  November  1.   L932     258,788  lbs. 

We  consume  all  our  milk  and  purchase  all  butter  used  in  the 
institution. 

Practically  all   of  our  old  cows   have   been    weeded   out    and    re 
placed    by   heifers,   all   of  which    are   doing   exceptionally    well    from 
the    standpoint    of    milk    production. 

Including  young  calves  we  have  nearly  100  head  of  slock  at 
this  time  and  for  nearly  two  years  we  have  produced  all  our  own 
beef. 

Our  hogs  total  approximately  150.  For  the  past  four  years 
we  have  raised  Chester  Whites,  but  we  plan  on  changing  to  Duroc- 
Jerseys  next  spring.  We  produce  all  the  pork,  hams  and  bacon 
avc  need  in  addition  to  much  of  our  lard. 

Last  summer  we  had  the  besl  garden  for  the  past  four  years 
and  we  are  hoping  that  our  root  vegetables  will  last  us  the  entire 
year. 

Our    grains    considering    hail    and    water    shortage    during    July 

did  exceptionally  well  and  the  following  crops  were   harvested. 

Wheat 200  bushels 

Barley - 340  bushels 

Oats 505   bushels 

We  filled  our  silo  with  nearly  140  tons  of  corn  and  sunflowers, 
and  our  other  field  crops  were  far  in  excess  of  those  raised  last 
year. 

REPAIRS    AND    IMPROVEMENTS 

During   the   period    under   consideration    we    have    accomplished 

the   following  : 

1.  Erected  a   new   granary. 

2.  Built   a  new  cellar 

.'!.     Remodeled  the  cow  barn  and   put    in   new    concrete   floors. 

4.  Refloored  the  horse  barn. 

5.  Treated   root's   of  schoolhouse,   gymnasium,   president's  cot- 
tage, and  all   outbuildings  with   graphite  and  oil. 
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(i.  Placed  new  roofs  on  nursery,  laundry,  steamplant,  plunge 
and   Library. 

7.  Replaced  the  cemenl  ceiling  of  the  plunge  by  a  metal  one. 

8.  Removed  the  wooden  fire  escape  from  the  Main  building, 
made  the  necessary  openings  and  buill  concrete  bases  for 
new    fire  escapes  now  in  course  of  erection. 

9.  Improved    the    Lighting    system    in    all    cottages. 

10.  Installed   electric   fire  alarms  in   the  schoolhouse  and    Main 
building. 

11.  Painted    the    outside    of   all    buildings. 

12.  Kalsomined  and   varnished  the  interior  of  the  Nursery  and 
seven  cottages. 

13.  Repaired   all   concrete  walks. 

14.  Built  a  new  stairway  in  the  Main  building. 

15.  Renailed     roofs    of    two    cottages    and     treated     them     with 
graphite  and  oil. 

16.  Repaired  the  walls  of  the  sunrooms  at  the  Nursery. 

17.  Built  new  steps  at  Cottage  -\. 

In  addition  to  all  the  above  much  miscellaneous  repairing  of 
brickwork,   plaster,   and   pipes  have   been   accomplished. 

REQUIREMENTS 

Pasture  Land.  Although  we  are  gradually  seeding  down  some 
additional  land  Ave  are  still  terribly  handicapped  for  pasture.  The 
farm  land  is  so  broken  by  sloughs  that  the  small  "'pockets"  take 
as  long  to  farm  as  a  much  larger  acreage  and  I  am  unable  to  work 
and  crop  same  as  economically  as  1  should  like  to  do.  We  are 
obliged  to  raise  heifers  to  renew  our  herd  of  milkers  and  we  might 
as  well  keep  our  steers  also,  hence  a  few  acres  of  additional  land 
would  be  a  blessing. 

Quarters  for  Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science.  As  stated 
elsewhere  our  greatest  disappointment  is  having  no  building  or 
equipment  for  the  above  work.  With  children  up  to  18  years  of 
age  and  the  likelihood  of  their  being  with  us  for  greater  periods, 
these  items  are  practically  essential  and  should  be  provided  if  we 
are  to  do  justice  to  these  children  and  if  they  are  to  leave  here 
better  fitted  to  fight  the  battle  of  life. 

An  Additional  Cottage  for  Boys.  We  have  two  families  of 
boys  over  forty  in  number  and  each  of  these  is  in  charge  of  only 
one  matron.  To  do  justice  to  both  the  boys  and  those  in  charge 
they  should  be  segregated  as  follows:  One  cottage  for  boys  from 
eight  to  eleven  years  of  age.  one  for  boys  from  eleven  to  fourteen 
and  another  cottage  for  all  above  fourteen  years. 


BUREAU  i  »F  CHI  LD  PR<  >TECTION  47 

ADDITIONAL  FACTS  AND  INFORMATION 

Seeing  that  a   greal   deal   of  misunderstanding  exists   regarding 
the  Home  The  following  facts  and   information   may   prove  of  value: 

1.  We  cannot  admit  children  without  a  regular  court  com- 
mitment  issued  by  a   judge  of  a   district   court. 

2.  Children  admitted  must  be  mentally  and  physically  fit.  in 
other  words  adoptable. 

3.  Delinquent  children  are  not  admitted  nor  do  we  admit 
paying  boarders. 

4.  We  are  not  merely  a  "placing  organization".  Children  are 
not  admitted  on  Mondays  and  released  on  Saturdays.  Tt  is 
a  very  rare  thing  for  a  child  to  be  here  less  than  a  year. 

5.  This  is  a  Home  for  neglected  and  dependent  children  com- 
mitted here  in  the  hope  that  father  and  mother  will  be- 
come readjusted  and  reestablish  their  home,  or  to  pre- 
vent contamination  of  their  lives  by  unsavory  surroundings 
and  to  give  them  the  training  and  comforts  of  which  they 
have    been    deprived. 

STATISTICAL   REPORT 
December  1,  1930,  to  December  1,  1932 

Population   now    ( December  1.    1932        137   -iris.   132  boys  269 

Lowest    number     December   1.   1930)    ...  232 

Highest    number    (January   25,   1!>:!1  283 

Total  admitted  since  December  1.  !!»:',()   (73  -iris.  78  boys  15] 

Total    number   released    since    December   1.   1930      114 

Disposition  of  Children 

Returned   to   parents 64 

Returned   to   other   relatives 16 

Placed   out 25 

Under  Six  years  of  age   11 

Over  six  years  of  age  .  14 

To   other  State  Institutions 4 

To  college  1 

Returned  because  of  physical  unfitness 

Death     '.  1 

114 
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The  following  table  shows  approximately  the  parentage  ol 
the  269  children  enrolled  in  the  State  Orphans'  Heine  December  1. 
1932: 

Number  of  children  having  Per  Cen1 

Parents  living  together 45  16.729 

Parents  divorced  or  separated 100  :!7.175 

Mother  living,  father  dead  19  7.064 

Father  living,  mother  dead  85  .'31.598 

Botli  parents  dead 7  2.602 

One  parent  living,  one  unknown  13  4.832 

REASONS  FOR  COMMITMENT  OF   CHILDREN 

Parents  drink  and  abuse  children,  therefore  unable  to  care  for 
them    properly. 

Mother  dead.      Father  deserted   and   abandoned   child. 

Father  drunkard  and  gambler.  Mother  sickly.  Not  able  to 
care    for    children. 

.Mother  dead..  Father  unable  to  give  proper  care  because  of 
absence   from   home  during   working   hours. 

Mother   feeble-minded.      Father   deserted    child. 

Children  neglected.  Father  not  able  to  make  a  living  for  such 
;•   large  family. 

Mother   subnormal.      Father    unknown. 

Mother  dead.      Father's    whereabouts    unknown.      Children    des 

tltule    and    homeless. 

Father  and  mother  separated.  Mother  not  fit  to  care  for  chil- 
dren. 

Father    unknown.      Mother    abandoned    child. 

Illegitimacy. 

Mother  and  father  divorced.  Father  not  able  to  care  for 
children. 

Mother  dead.  Father  unable  to  make  a  living  for  his  family 
of    seven    children. 

Mother  in  insane  asylum.  Father  physically  unfit  to  care  for 
children. 

Father  deserted.  Mother  married  to  man  who  abuses  step- 
children. 

Mother  in   Galen.     Father  has   poor  health. 

G.  H.  DAVEY, 

President    State  Orphans'  Home. 
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THE   EXCEPTIONAL   CHILD   IN  MONTANA 

Our  problem  as  social  workers  is  closely  tied  to  the  work  of  the  schools 
mid  we  are  glad  to  include  in  this  report  the  following  paper  which  contains 
valuable   suggestions. 

The  problem  of  the  Exceptional  Child  is  not  a  problem  of  one 
agency    or   one    group.     While   the    province    of    the    schools    is   to 

serve  all  those  who  enter  their  doors,  much  of  the  effort  to  do  this 
is  wasted  because  of  conditions  over  which  neither  teachers  nor 
children  have  any  control.  School  workers,  realizing  that  this  is 
true,  have  organized  societies  for  the  study  of  education,  and  within 
these  have  called  upon  groups  to  study  the  specific  problems  in 
education.  Spurred  on  by  the  White  House  Conference  for  Child 
Health  and  Protection,  President  D.  S.  Williams,  Superintendent  of 
Schools  at  Bozeman  and  President  of  the  Montana  Society  for  the 
Study  of  Education,  appointed  the  Committee  for  the  Study  of  the 
Exceptional  Child  in  Montana  early  in  19.31.  The  personnel  of  the 
committee  was  selected  to  represent  the  entire  state  and  hence  it 
was  impossible  to  get  together  until  the  M.  E.  A.  Convention  in 
Helena  late  in  October  of  1931.  There  a  majority  of  the  members 
held  a  meeting  and  planned  a  procedure  which  culminated  in  a 
preliminary  report,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  to  Mrs.  Maggie  Smith 
Hathaway  of  the  Bureau  of  Child  Protection.  This  report  was 
presented  to  the  members  of  the  Society  for  the  Study  of  Education 
at   its  meeting  in   Butte  in   December,  1931. 

One  of  the  efforts  of  the  Committee  was  to  determine  whal 
was  meant  by  the  term  "Exceptional  Child".  The  Exceptional 
Child  was  defined  to  include  all  those  children  who  were  so  differ- 
ent from  the  normal  that  they  could  not  benefit  by  school  practice 
in  the  conventional  class  room,  and  the  following  groups  were  listed. 

1.  The  feeble-minded. 

2.  The   epileptic. 

3.  The    partially    blind. 

4.  The   partially   deaf. 

5.  The   crippled. 

(i.  The  emotionally    unstable   and    demented. 

7.  The  tubercular. 

S.  The  speech    defective. 

9.  The  choreic. 

10.  The  supernormal. 

Since  the  preliminary  work  was  done,  another  problem  has 
manifested  itself,  aggravated  by  the  present  economic  situation. 
This    is    the    problem    of    the    homeless    adolescent,    the    normal    and 
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sometimes  super-normal  boy  or  girl  from  14  to  18  years  of  age 
who  has  been  rendered  homeless.  The  present  economic  condition 
has  forced  more  and  more  boys  and  girls  into  school  who  would 
otherwise  he  at  least  partially  self-supporting.  When  these  young 
people  have  homes  in  which  they  may  stay,  the  problem  is  merely 
one  of  providing  school  facilities  for  them,  lmt  there  are  numbers 
of  these  young  people  who  bare  no  homes  who  are  drifting  about 
the  country.  Montana  has  no  provision  for  them  and  is  thereby 
not  only  wasting  their  potential  contributions  o  society  which 
would  be  made  possible  by  education,  but  also  permitting  them  to 
develop  anti-social,  even  criminal  attitudes.  It  is  social  economy  to 
conserve  this  young  man  and  young  woman  power.  Adequate 
homes  for  them  should  be  provided.  As  the  situation  now  exists 
one  of  these  young  people  must  be  so  incorrigible  as  to  be  a  fit  per- 
son for  the  schools  of  correction  or  so  feeble  minded  as  to  be  fit  for 
the  Slate  School  at  Boulder  if  there  is  any  means  for  providing 
for  them   other  than   voluntary   charity. 

Studies  of  the  intelligence  of  high  school  students  have  been 
made  throughout  the  country.  We  have  a  fair  picture  of  the  in- 
tellectual possibilities  of  the  American  high  school  youth.  The 
accompanying  chart  shows  us  that  more  and  more  boys  and  girls 
of  the  "D"  and  "E"  types  of  intelligence  are  being  forced  because 
of  the  exigencies  of  the  social,  economic,  and  industrial  situation 
into  schools  that  are  equipped  for  only  the  "A"  and  "B"  and  "C 
types  of  intelligence.  Our  secondary  schools  have  inherited  the 
curriculum  of  intellectuals  and  while  much  lias  been  done  for 
the  less  intellectual  types,  it  is  very  little  when  we  look  a1 
the  problem  in  the  light  of  the  prophecy  that  by  1950  we  can 
expect  that  85  per  cent  of  the  population  of  high  school  age  will 
be  in  school.  State  residential  schools  should  be  provided  for 
these  homeless  adolescents.  Such  provision  would  be  an  economic 
procedure.  It  is  much  cheaper  to  train  a  boy  in  a  residential 
school  to  become  a  good  farmer  or  carpenter  or  electrician  than 
to  convict  him  of  crime  five  or  ten  years  later  and  house  him 
indefinitely  in  prison.  In  the  first  case  he  will  become  a  self- 
respecting  citizen  and  an  asset  to  the  State.  In  the  second  case 
lie  is  very  apt  to  become  a  hardened  criminal  and  a  menace  to 
society.  A  large  majority  of  these  homeless  adolescents  are  of 
normal  intelligence  and  for  this  reason  they  may  become  not  only 
criminals  hut  leaders  in  crime.  The  mobility  of  their  existence  is 
a  factor  operating  against  the  more  fortunate  development  of  these 
children.  Discussing  this  point  in  his  "Education,  Crime,  and  Social 
Progress,"  Dr.  William  C.  Bagley  says:  '"A  most  important  handi- 
cap   to   all    phases   of   educational    efficiency    in    our   country  is   the 
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very  great  and  constantly  increasing  mobility  of  our  population. 
Wha1  this  means  in  terms  of  retardation  in  the  school  progress  of 
individual  pupils  has  been  shown  by  a  number  of  investigations. 
We  are  interested  at  present,  however,  in  the  effect  of  mobility  upon 
the  adult  population.  There  are  abvious  inhibitions  and  repressions 
that  go  with  a  settled  abode.  The  powerful  social  pressures  thai 
operate  to  control  individual  conduct  in  stable  population  groups 
do  not  have  a  chance  to  operate  with  anything  ike  the  same  force 
in    mobile  groups." 

Thus  it  may  be  seen  how  closely  the  problem  of  the  school 
is  tied  to  the  problem  of  the  social  worker.  As  society  becomes 
more  complicated,  tin1  actual  school  procedure  becomes  only  one 
of  the  important  factors  in  the  development  of  children.  The 
special  problems  of  the  exceptional  children  listed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  discussion  have  to  be  analyzed,  diagnosed,  and  reme- 
died before  either  the  work  of  the  school  or  that  of  the  social 
worker  can  be  considered  effective. 

The  Committee  for  the  Study  of  the  Exceptional  Child  in  Mon- 
tana attempted  to  study  the  types  of  exceptional  children  listed 
above.  Obviously  it  was  impossible  to  conduct  a  census,  the  only 
reliable  way  of  learning-  definitely  what  the  situation  was  for 
each  of  these  types.  However,  on  the  basis  of  the  White  House 
Conference  reports,  it  Avas  estimated  that  in  Montana  there  were 
at  the  time  these  reports  were  made: 

200  partially  seeing  children. 
1.200  with  hearing  so  impaired  that  they  should  be  taught  lip 
reading. 

4.000  between  the  ages  of  5  and  18  so  defective  in  speech  that 
they    require  remedial   teaching. 

1,200  crippled  children. 
1,200  tuberculosis  children. 
3,200  more  suspicious  cases. 

4,000  children  with  weak  and  damaged  hearts. 
1,500  of  these  with   serious  organic   heart  disease. 
12.000  children   of  school   age   malnourished. 

•'!' ,    of    the    elementary    school    population    present    behavior 
problems. 
1.800  elementary    school    population    are    mentally    retarded    in 
such    a   degree   as   to    require   special    education    t<>    make 
the  most  of  their  possibilities. 
2,688  feeble-minded. 
350  children    in    the    State    School    for    the    Blind,    Deaf,    and 
Feeble  Minded  at   Boulder. 
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(The  above,  except  the  last  two  items,  was  estimated  as  Mon- 
tana's proportion  of  the  whole  number  of  handicappel  children  as 
reported  in  "Special  Education — The  Handicapped  and  the  Gifted." 
a  White  House  Conference  publication  of  the  findings  of  Section  III 
on  Education  and  Training,  published  by  The  Century  Company. 
The  number  of  feeble  minded  in  the  State  was  estimated  as  .5rv  of 
the  population  of  the  State  as  reported  in  the  1920  Census.  The 
last  item  is  the  actual  number  of  feeble  minded,  deaf  and  blind  in 
the  State  School  at  that  time  as  reported  by  The  Superintendent, 
Dr.   Howard   Griff  en. 

Copies  of  last  year's  report  are  still  available  to  anyone  who 
is  interested.  The  Committee  will  have  its  1932  report  ready  for 
the  meeting  of  the  Montana  Society  of  Education  at  Helena  on 
December  29th.  There  will  be  copies  enough  for  those  who  are  in- 
terested. 

The  following  are  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Mon- 
tana Educational  Association  for  the  Study  of  the  Exceptional 
(  hild  in  Montana  : 

R.  0.  EVANS.  Superintendent  of  Schools.  Helena. 

B.  A.  WINANS,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Livingston. 

MRS.  Z.  K.  FLORES.  Principal,  Lincoln  School.  Lewistown. 

Miss  GRACE   PLYNN,   Teacher.   Missoula. 

MISS  E.  M.  SHOTWELL.  Primary  Supervisor.  Montana  Normal 
College,    Dillon. 

L.    R.    FOOTE.    Professor.    Eastern    Montana    Normal    College, 
Billings. 

W.  D.  SWETLAND,  Superintendent  of  Schools.  Kalispell. 

CATHERINE   NTJTTERVILLE,   Special   Teacher.  Butte. 

(  ATIIERINE  NCTTEHVILLE, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  Study  of  the  Exceptional  Child 

in    Montana. 


